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Technical Report for the
Hawaii Energy and Environmental Technologies (HEET) Initiative
Grant Award Number N00014-06-1-1055
(September 14, 2006 to December 31, 2008)

1. Executive Summary

This report summarizes work conducted under Grant Award Number N00014-06-1-1055, the
Hawaii Energy and Environmental Technologies (HEET) Initiative, funded through the Office of
Naval Research to the Hawaii Natural Energy Institute (HNEI) of the University of Hawaii. The
work reported here continued the focus on critical technology needs associated with the
development and testing of advanced fuel cells and fuel cell systems, and the exploration and
utilization of seabed methane hydrates, and represents the fourth award of this initiative.

Major accomplishments under the first grant award, Number N00014-01-1-0928, included the
planning, design and construction of the Hawaii Fuel Cell Test Facility (HFCTF), which opened
in May 2003. In partnership with industry, HNEI established test protocols and initiated a
variety of long-term durability studies. The methane hydrates activities under the first agreement
initiated studies to characterize hydrate thermochemistry and kinetics, hydrate microbiology and
development of international collaborations.

Under the second award (N00014-04-1-0682), HNEI expanded its test capabilities with the
addition of three new fuel cell test stands at the HFCTF, including two for fuels purity studies.
Tests to characterize the effects of trace amounts of benzene, toluene and carbon monoxide in the
hydrogen fuel were initiated. The third stand was designed for high speed dynamic testing for
use in Hardware-in-Loop (HiL) work. Testing of a 100 cm” single cell via a fuel cell vehicle
simulation program was used to validate the test stand capabilities. Modeling and simulation of
a fuel cell energy/power system for use in an unmanned underwater vehicle (UUV) was also
completed. In addition to the FC testing, HNEI also developed an MEA (membrane electrode
assembly) fabrication laboratory to support the existing fuel cell assembly laboratory. Novel fuel
cell component research was continued in the areas of using biocarbons in fuel cell bipolar plates
and developing enzymatic bio-fuel cells. Alternative fuel research was continued via efforts in
fuel processing and gas conditioning for hydrogen production. HNEI’s activities in the area of
methane hydrates included studies of hydrate destabilization phenomena, with shakedown testing
of HNEI’s destabilization facility and design and fabrication of a novel fiberoptic probe to
identify sample aspects within the calorimeter sample cell using Raman spectroscopy. HNEI
sponsored and manned the organizing committee of the 4™ International Workshop on Methane
Hydrates that took place in Victoria, British Columbia, Canada on 9-11 May 2005.

Under the third award (N00014-06-1-0086), the capacity of the HFCTF was again expanded,
increasing the total number of test stands to eight. Several of the existing test stands as well as
the MEA Fabrication Laboratory were modified for increased performance. The dynamic HiL
test stand was also modified to enhance response and to improve operating flexibility, safety, and
test stand reliability. Simulation tools for evaluation and screening of fuel cell systems for UUV
propulsion systems were developed. In the area of alternative fuel supplies, HNEI continued
research on fuel processing and gas conditioning for hydrogen production. This included
examination of sulfur removal from fuel gas using activated-carbon-based sorbents, and
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reforming seafloor methane for use in underwater fuel cells. Work continued in the development
of novel fuel cells and components, specifically in the area of biocarbons for fuel cell use and
development of enzymatic bio-fuel cells. HNEI’s activities in the area of methane hydrates
included an expanded effort in hydrate destabilization. Detailed studies of reagent-induced
decomposition of methane hydrates were initiated utilizing a novel instrument that combined
spectroscopy and calorimetry. We continued our microbial analysis of sediment samples
collected in the Gulf of Mexico and the Hikurangi margin off New Zealand. Model development
was pursued to investigate the fate of methane released from the seafloor into the water column,
e.g., as a result of inadvertent or purposeful hydrate destabilization. As part of our goal to
promote international collaboration, HNEI personnel participated in a multi-national research
cruise off New Zealand in June and July 2006.

During the present reporting period (Award N00014-06-1-1055), we continued to expand the
capacity and capabilities of the HFCTF and made improvements to the infrastructure to support
this expanded capability. Three additional test stands were added to the facility, increasing the
total number of test stands to eleven. Several of the existing test stands were modified to allow
testing of stacks while monitoring individual cell voltages. The systems are currently used to
support Ion Tiger, an ONR-funded UAV project. The existing segmented fuel cell system was
expanded by adding spatial resistance and electrochemical impedance spectroscopy (EIS), as
well as cyclic and linear-sweep voltammetry (CV and LSV, respectively). Additions of other
diagnostic equipment, including frequency response analyzers and galvanostats/potentiostats,
and further development and improvement of existing equipment such as the gas analysis system
further improved the diagnostic capabilities at the HFCTF. Research activities included studying
the performance impact of low-level single and mixed contaminants present in the anode feed
stream, the performance impact and poisoning mechanism of low-level sulfur dioxide in the
cathode feed stream, the spatial distribution of fuel cell overpotentials along the flow channels,
and the feasibility of employing the segmented cell system for the detection of membrane
electrode assembly (MEA) defects. Some of these activities were supported in part by US DOE.

Hil. development activities focused on upgrading the existing dynamic HiL test stand to
accommodate testing of fuel cell stacks up to the 1 kW level. The upgrade included installation
of a higher capacity load unit (100 V/150 A/5 kW) and higher-range mass flow controllers, and
an update of the software to test stacks in static, dynamic and real-time HiL. modes. Simulation
tools were modified for evaluation of fuel cell systems for propulsion of an unmanned aerial
vehicle.

Activities in the areas of fuel processing and gas conditioning for hydrogen (H;) production
focused on identifying and characterizing approaches for sulfur (S) removal from fuel gas and
reforming activities. Various modified activated-carbon-based sorbents were evaluated. The
sulfur work focused on removal of tetrahydrothiophene (THT) and dimethylsulfide. The best
modified sorbent improved S removal by more than 6X compared to the unmodified sorbent.
The improved absorption is related to changes in the surface acidity/basicity of the carbon
sorbent. Impregnated metals also play important roles.

Regeneration of the used carbon sorbents by thermal desorption was also explored.

Under funding from DARPA, HNEI developed a conceptual design of an ocean floor, fuel-cell
based, power generating station fueled by methane from natural gas seeps or from the controlled
decomposition of methane hydrates. Building on ongoing activities under HEET, a laboratory-
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scale catalytic autothermal reformer capable of operating at pressures of 6 to 50 bar was
constructed and tested. The objective of the experimental program was to maximize H,
production per mole of oxygen (O;) supplied. Tests were conducted using O, and hydrogen
peroxide (H,0O;) as the oxidizer. The H; production per mole of O, increased ~14% when using
H>0> vs. O3 as the oxidizer. An equilibrium model was also used to compare experimental and
theoretical results. Results of this analysis have been forwarded to NUWC for use in their UUV
program.

Plasma reforming activities were initiated, including design, construction, and testing of two
plasma arc reactor designs. The first reactor was a planar plasma, gliding arc design and the
second was a reverse vortex reactor. Initial tests using methane and air showed the performance
of the reverse vortex reactor to be better than the gliding arc one, producing higher levels of
hydrogen in the reformate and allowing less methane to pass through the system.

In support of the DARPA-sponsored Direct Carbon Fuel Cell research project at SRI, HNEI
prepared biocarbons with various well-specified properties from a wide variety of biomass
feedstocks. These biocarbons were shipped to SRI for testing and evaluation. SRI is using its
test results to optimize the performance of its carbon fuel cells.

Development of enzymatic bio-fuel cells continues, focused on enzyme immobilization utilizing
macroporous chitosan polymer composites that support both mediator-based and direct-electron-
transfer mechanisms. Improved in situ surface and interface characterization protocols have also
been achieved in this work. This approach uses imaging ellipsometry and additional
complementary characterization tools to study biocatalytic electrodes and their behavior. A
model system that includes polymerized methylene green on electrodes as the electron transfer
mediator was studied to elucidate the mediator-based electron-transfer mechanisms.

The methane hydrates activities comprised four subtasks: Hydrate Thermochemistry and Kinetics,
Environmental Impacts of Methane Release from Seafloor Hydrates, Hydrate Engineering
Applications, and International Collaborative R&D. Subtasks included: laboratory and analytical
investigations of hydrate destabilization by chemical reagents; laboratory studies of subsea power
system components that utilize seafloor methane; characterization of the microbial community in
marine hydrate beds that modulate methane levels in the seafloor sediments and leakage into the
water column; development of models to predict the fate of methane released from the seafloor
into the water column; preliminary laboratory studies of mixed gas hydrates for gas purification;
and the promotion of international R&D partnerships.

Significant progress in understanding hydrate destabilization using thermodynamic inhibitors
was gained. We had posited that thermodynamic inhibitors work by tying up liquid water at the
hydrate surface and, hence, disrupt the dynamic equilibrium between hydrate decomposition and
formation. We tested this hypothesis by conducting a series of experiments with our Raman
calorimeter in which three common alcohols and one diol were injected at constant temperature
and pressure into a sample cell containing methane hydrate. The calorimeter thermograms of
these injections were used to infer the amounts of hydrate decomposed per mole of inhibitor and
these data were correlated with the molecular structure of the inhibitor. The results indicated that
the effectiveness of an inhibitor to destabilize methane hydrate is related to the number of
hydroxyl groups that provide hydrogen bonding sites and the size of the alkyl group, which tends
to inhibit this bonding. This is consistent with the experimental observations and supports our
hypothesis about the fundamental mechanism of chemical decomposition of hydrates.

o]
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The impact of seafloor methane from hydrates on the marine environment was explored via both
experiments and modeling. Biological processes (mostly microbial) in the sediment and the
water column are believed to play a major role in determining methane levels throughout the
marine environment. The underlying metabolic pathways and the factors that affect these
processes are not well understood and have been a focus area of the HNEI methane hydrate task.
During the present phase of the HEET initiative, we continued our analysis of sediment samples
collected from methane hydrate beds in the Hikurangi Margin off New Zealand. The
microbiology of these samples included Bacteria and Archaea communities that were
investigated by use of molecular DNA cloning. The clones were DNA sequenced and
phylogenetic trees were constructed for each of these communities. The clone results did not
indicate the presence of a clearly defined ecology that would be unique to methane hydrate
containing sediments.

Similar molecular analyses also were performed on a push-core sample from a hydrate mound in
Barkley Canyon in the Gulf of Mexico that was provided by our collaborators at the Naval
Research Laboratory (NRL). Results indicate that there is a significant amount of diversity. A
species that is known to exist in hydrate-containing sediments was found with high frequency,
and another species specifically associated with AOM was detected. A phylogenic tree using the
actual clone sequences currently is being constructed. Work also continues on the development
of computer models to investigate the fate of methane released from the seafloor into the water
column, e.g., as a result of inadvertent or purposeful hydrate destabilization. As a first step to
explore the use of gas hydrates for non-energy related engineering applications, such as gas
fractionation or water purification, we conducted experiments with mixed gas hydrates to test the
performance of the Raman calorimeter and to confirm our laboratory protocols. The instrument
performed well and the protocols we developed appear to be viable. During the next phase of the
experiments, the calorimeter gas supply system will be modified to allow extraction and analysis
of the gas composition during hydrate formation and decomposition to determine if fractionation
is occurring

Finally, as part of our goal to promote international collaborative R&D on methane hydrates,
HNEI supported and helped organize the 6™ International Workshop on Methane Hydrate R&D
that was held in Bergen, Norway in May 2008. The workshop was attended by scientists,
engineers, and other stakeholders from 12 countries and a meeting report is available from NRL.
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Grant Award Number N00014-06-1-1055 HNEI1



2. Introduction

The Hawaii Energy and Environmental Technologies (HEET) Initiative, funded to the Hawaii
Natural Energy Institute (HNEI) of the University of Hawaii through the Office of Naval
Research (ONR), was initiated in the summer of 2001 under Grant Award Number N00014-01-
1-0928 to address critical technology needs associated with the exploration and utilization of
seabed methane hydrates and the development and testing of advanced fuel cells and fuel cell
systems. These efforts and a smaller effort in fuels purification were continued under two
subsequent agreements (Award No. N00014-04-1-0682: June 15, 2005 to June 30, 2006; and
Award No. N00014-06-1-0086: October 17, 2005 to September 30, 2007. Under these
programs, the focal point of our activity was development of the Hawaii Fuel Cell Test Facility
(HFCTF) which houses dual facilities for fuel cell testing and for the synthesis and
characterization of methane hydrates. Research in these areas was described in prior reports.

Our fourth (the current) HEET program (Award No. N00014-06-1-1055), was for the period
September 14, 2006 to December 31, 2008. The remaining two sections of this report focus on
each of the major areas covered within the HEET initiative. Section 3 is on fuel cell systems,
with subsections for each of the associated subtasks for these systems. Section 4 covers methane
hydrates, including subsections for the subtasks of this area.

Final Technical Report, May 2009
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3. Fuel Cell Systems

3.1 Introduction

This overall task area is organized into four major subtasks: polymer electrolyte membrane
(PEM) fuel cell testing and component development; fuel cell Hardware-in-Loop (HiL) and
system simulation development; fuels processing and gas conditioning for hydrogen production;
and novel fuel cell and component development. Under this Grant, HNEI further expanded the
testing and research capabilities of the Hawaii Fuel Cell Test Facility (HFCTF), including
additional gas infrastructure to operate the increased amount of test stations, implementation of
stack testing for stacks that contain more than four cells, and low-current sensing for improved
segmented cell diagnostics. There were new advances in the development of HiL capabilities for
evaluating fuel cells under simulated real-world operating conditions, continuing work on fuel
processing and gas conditioning research, and the area of novel fuel cells .

Details for the activities conducted under each of these subtasks are given below.

3.2 PEM Fuel Cell Testing and Component Development

Primary activities in this area included research activities as well as infrastructure and testing
capability development. Research activities included studying the performance impact and
poisoning mechanism of low-level sulfur dioxide in the cathode feed stream, studying the impact
of contaminant mixtures in the anode feed stream, and studying the spatial distribution of fuel
cell overpotentials along the flow channels. Testing capabilities were improved by adding test
equipment for sub-scale cells, providing existing UTC XT-800 test stations with the option to
test small-scale stacks with up to 48 cells, and implementing small-current-sensing capabilities to
the segmented cell data acquisition system.

3.2.1 Test Stands/Infrastructure Upgrades

During the past year, improvements were implemented on the facility infrastructure, several test
stands, and diagnostic instruments. With increasing demand for small stack fuel cell testing, we
found it valuable to modify one of the UTC XT-800 test stands to allow small stack testing in
support of the Ion Tiger unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) project. This test station now has the
capability to run 50 to 600 cm? single cells or small stacks (36-cell stacks, < 30 cm? per cell).
Newly installed Fuel Cell Technologies test stations were modified to allow for Hp/Helox
(mixture of helium and oxygen) operation in support of the segmented cell system.

In anticipation of further impurity work, our gas analysis capability was expanded by splitting
our two Varian gas chromatographs (GCs), which effectively doubles our throughput for
impurity testing. Previously, both Varian GCs were operated as one unit, sampling off the same
port simultaneously. By splitting the systems, we now can measure two sample points
independently. The second system is currently setup to study low-level carbon monoxide and
carbon dioxide using a Flame lonization Detector (FID). The original GC system essentially
remains unchanged.

With the addition of new test stations and the expansion of existing stations for small stack
testing causing an increased demand for high purity water, the original facility small capacity
deionized water system was replaced with a Millipore high capacity deionized water system.

7
Final Technical Report, May 2009
Grant Award Number N00014-06-1-1055 HNEI




The Millipore system consists of a reverse osmosis pre-treatment unit, a 350-liter storage tank
and distribution pump, and a high capacity deionized water cartridge system. The new Millipore
system increased the supply of deionized water from 1.5 to 12 lpm at 45 psig. Other facility
upgrades included the addition of two 3 kW / 4 gpm chiller units providing cooling water to all
test stations in the facility.

Cyclic voltammetry (CV) experiments are essential parts of the previously developed protocols
for standardized testing and routinely accompany the impurity experiments during beginning of
test (BOT) and end of test (EOT) diagnostics. As part of the station and capability upgrades for
this award period, 16-channels of the segmented cell data acquisition system were reconfigured
for low current sensing to allow CV and single sweep voltammetry experiments with the
segmented cell system. The low current configuration of the segmented cell data acquisition
increased the sensitivity of the employed Hall sensor devices by a factor of 40, i.e., from a
nominal current density of 1.3 A/em? to 0.033 A/cm?, thus allowing standard electrochemical
diagnostic experiments such as the determination of the electrochemically active surface area of
the catalyst via CV or of the hydrogen crossover limiting current via linear sweep voltammetry
(LSV). Figure 3.2-1 shows spatial CV experiments performed at all ten segments of the
segmented anode electrode simultaneously. The data allowed determining the active Pt catalyst
area of each segment area, although a non-segmented anode electrode was assembled in the cell.
Similar experiments will be conducted during future contaminant and durability studies.

An/Ca: 0.75/0.75 NL/min No/Hy, 100/100% RH, 0/0 psig, 35°C, 20mVis
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Figure 3.2-1. Spatial cyclic voltammetry data conducted simultaneously at all segments using the
low current setting of the segmented cell data acquisition setup.

3.2.2 Cell and Component Testing

The main focus in this task was to study the effect of fuel and air contaminants on cell
performance and durability. For fuel contaminant studies, the previously established gas analysis
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system was combined with the existing experimental setup to gain new understanding of the
reaction processes related to contaminant exposure. Figure 3.2-2 shows example data for 1 ppm
CO exposure at anode/cathode conditions of: 60 °C, 2/2 stoich, 7/7 psig, 100/50% RH, Hy/Air.
The overpotential change of the cell (173 mV), shown in black, was reached at steady state
poisoning conditions. Sampling and analyzing the gas at anode and cathode inlet and outlet
streams allowed for the successfully closing of the cells molar flow balance for carbon at steady
state poisoning conditions to typically within +3%. For the data in Figure 3.2-2, the molar flow
balance for carbon closed to within £0.6% as indicated by the molar flow balance for carbon
(green) at steady state poisoning conditions between 80 to 100 hours. Successfully closing the
molar flow balance of carbon was essential for calculating the CO coverage of the cell (blue) at
any time during the experiment. The residual CO coverage was verified by an independent CV
experiment, shown in Figure 3.2-2 as a blue single data point at 160 hours. The data agreed well
with the calculated CO coverage and established additional confidence into the developed
methodology. Further analysis of the CO coverage vs. the overpotential change resulted in the
detection of a hysteresis between the poisoning process and the recovery process. Subsequent
modeling analysis showed that this effect may be caused by spatial processes in the cell.

10 —4—m™—m™— 7

— A Overpotential
—— CO adsorption rate
—— CO Coverage
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A 1 A 1 i 1 - 1 N 1 A L A 1 A 1
0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160
Time [hours]

Figure 3.2-2. Overpotential change, CO coverage, and CO adsorption/removal rates in fuel cell
exposed to 1 ppm CO at1 Alecm?, 60°C, 2/2 stoich, 7/7 psig, 100/50% RH, H,/Air.
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In addition to single contaminant exposure, mixed contaminant experiments were conducted with
CO and toluene (C7Hg). Figure 3.2-3 summarizes the results of three impurity experiments all
conducted at the same operating temperature of 60 °C. Two experiments were run with
individual impurity injections of 1) 2 ppm CO and 11) 20 ppm C7Hjg, and the third was run with
the mixture of both impurity concentrations. To allow for an easier data comparison, the time
scale of each experiment was shifted so that the impurity injections started at exactly 10 hours.
In Figure 3.2-3, the overpotentials change with time due to the impurity injections. While the
single injection of 20 ppm C;Hjg resulted in a very small overpotential change of 8§ mV, CO at
similar conditions impacted the performance significantly more strongly and caused an
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overpotential change of 247 mV. However, cell exposure to the mixture of both impurities
resulted in an even greater overpotential change of 345 mV, about 100 mV higher than the sum
of the individual overpotential changes of CO and C;Hs. The data indicate that the mixture of
impurities can cause an overpotential change that is greater than the sum of the overpotential
changes of each single impurity injection.
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Figure 3.2-3. Overpotential change to single exposure to 20 ppm Toluene and 2 ppm CO as well
as the mixture of both, at 1 Alcm?, 60 °C, 2/2 stoich, 7/7 psig, 100/50% RH, and H,/Air.

Figure 3.2-4 shows the overpotential change for the mixed impurity experiment shown in Figure
3.2-3 [top] as well as the molar flow rates at the anode for C;Hg and methylcyclohexane (C7H4)
[middle], and CO and CO, [bottom]. Similar to results of single C;Hg injection experiments, a
hydrogenation process at the anode was observed that started immediately upon injection of
C;Hs. However, in contrast to what was observed during the single impurity injection, the
conversion of C;Hg into C;H;4 during this experiment decreased significantly over the first 20
hours of the injection and approached a negligible value after approximately 30 hours. The
bottom graph of Figure 3.2-4 shows the molar flow rates of CO and CO; at the inlet and outlet of
the anode over the same period of the experiment. The data confirmed the injection of CO
between 10 and 60 hours. With a delay of approximately 7.5 hours with respect to the start of
impurity exposure, CO was detected at the outlet of the fuel cell anode. CO values at the anode
outlet increased over a 10-hour period to a steady state value, which suggests that adsorption of
CO occurred at the fuel cell anode, and that with a progressing saturation of the Pt catalyst layer
with CO, the molar flow rates of CO in the anode exhaust increased. However, immediately
upon introduction of CO, the molar flow rate of CO, at the anode outlet increased over a 20-hour
period. The data indicated the conversion of CO to CO,, most likely via an electro-oxidation
reaction on the platinum catalyst layer.
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Figure 3.2-4. Top: Overpotential change to mixed contaminant exposure with 20 ppm Toluene and
2ppmCO at1 Alcmz, 60 °C, 2/2 stoich, 7/7 psig, 100/50% RH, and H,/Air.
Middle and Bottom: Gas analysis data at anode inlet and outlets for toluene and
methylcyclohexane (MCH), and CO and CO,, respectively.

The data suggest that at the start of the impurity injection, all injected C;Hg entering the cell was
at first converted into CsH,4, as observed during the single contaminant exposure. CO, however,
was then continuously adsorbed strongly on the Pt catalyst surface and slowly decreased the
available reactions sites for the hydrogen oxidation reaction and the hydrogenation of C;Hg over
time. With increasing CO coverage, the hydrogen reduction reaction and the hydrogenation of
C7Hs competed for the remaining catalyst reaction sites, resulting in greater overpotential than
observed for CO alone. The decreasing extent of reaction for the hydrogenation of C;Hg was
attributed to a faster reaction rate of the hydrogen oxidation reaction (HOR). However, the
competition of the HOR with the C;sHg hydrogenation caused a significantly higher overpotential
of 100 mV in the fuel cell.
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Air contaminant studies focused on SO,, a critical possible air contaminant for fuel cell
applications in a battlefield and naval environment. Experiments have been conducted to study
the effects of exposing the cathode to a trace level of SO, during constant current operation at
0.6 A/em®. SO, exposure with a total dosage of 0.16:10° mol SO, at 1, 2, and 10 ppm
concentrations resulted in significant performance degradation. An example experiment
conducted with 2 ppm SO, at 0.6 A/cm?, 80 °C, 2/2 stoich, 7/7 psig, and 100/50% RH is shown
in Figure 3.2-5. At all concentrations, steady-state poisoning conditions were reached, and the
saturation time and degree of the performance impact increased with contaminant concentration.
The cell voltage at steady state during SO, exposure varied up to 53 mV between exposure to 1
and 10 ppm SO,. The poisoning process was identified as a 2-step process, which was indicated
by an inflection of the voltage degradation at a cell voltage of 0.65 V. For operation at cell
voltages lower than 0.65 V prior to poisoning, no inflection was observed, suggesting that the
inflection may be originating from the onset of an SO, reduction process at 0.65 V reported in
the literature. Cell recovery by Hj/air operation with pure gases was independent on
contaminant concentration and incomplete during all experiments. The resulting cell voltage
after recovery was approximately 140 mV lower than the initial cell voltages, which was
attributed to sulfur species remaining on the catalyst surface and reducing the electrochemical
area (ECA) available at the cathode. Almost complete recovery of the cathode ECA was
achieved by CV scanning. An example of a CV scanning experiment is shown in the right graph
of Figure 3.2-5. The remaining 16.9% ECA loss may be due to regular electrode degradation of
the MEA. However, changes in the CV features of the catalyst developed due to SO, exposure
and indicated similarities to Pt/Pt systems in sulfuric acid solution. For further insights and a
deeper understanding of the reaction processes, additional studies will be performed.
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Figure 3.2-5. Left: Cell performance impact during contaminant exposure with and recovery from
2 ppm SO, at 0.6 AIcmz, 80 °C, 2/2 stoich, 7/7 psig, 100/50% RH, and H,/Air. Cell voltage
derivative suggests two reaction mechanisms during SO, exposure.

Right: Gas analysis data at anode and cathode inlet and outlets for CO, CO,, toluene,
and methylcyclohexane.

The overall current density measured in a PEM fuel cell (PEMFC) represents the average of the
local reaction rates. Depending on cell design and operating conditions, the spatial variability
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may be significant. Four primary loss mechanisms determine the spatial and overall
performance of a PEMFC: activation, concentration, ohmic, and mass transfer losses. Activation
losses are associated with sluggish reaction kinetics and low catalyst activity. Ohmic losses
occur due to limitations of protonic and/or electronic charge transport. Concentration losses are
caused by the dilution of the reactant oxygen in air to a concentration of 21%y,, and mass
transfer losses are associated with the reactant transport resistance to the catalytically-active sites
due to bulk diffusion. All four loss mechanisms are functions of the current density and can be
spatially dependent.

During this award period, HNEI’s segmented cell system was used to characterize the
distribution of these various losses in a PEMFC using a six-channel serpentine flow-field.
Voltage losses were attributed to each of the mechanisms at each current density by subtracting
iR-corrected and uncorrected VI curves using three cathode gas compositions: Air, He+0O,, and
0,. Activation losses were obtained by subtracting the iR-corrected H,/O, polarization curve
from the theoretical open-circuit voltage of 1.23 V. The ohmic overpotential was obtained by
subtracting the H,/O, values from the respective iR-corrected values. Subtraction of the
H,/He+O; data from the H,/O, data yielded the concentration losses, whereas the mass transfer
overpotential was obtained by deducting the Hy/Air values from the Hy/He+0O, values.

The resulting spatial overpotential data was analyzed by introducing a homogeneity indicator for
each overpotential. This indicator was defined as the slope of the linear fit for the overpotential
distribution and was calculated for each current density. An indicator value of zero consequently
represents perfectly homogeneous distribution along the flow-field, while positive and negative
values represent increasing and decreasing overpotentials along the flow-field, respectively.
Figure 3.2-6 shows example data for the homogeneity indicator vs. current density at various
humidification configurations. On the left side of Figure 3.2-6, results are shown for the high
frequency response (HFR) resistance distribution, and on the right for the concentration
overpotential distribution, respectively. The data for the HFR resistance distribution indicate that
at all humidification configurations, the homogeneity improved with increasing current densities.
Data values were either negative or zero, indicating that the cell resistance either decreased or
was constant along the flow-field. For each humidification, a maximum homogeneity was
reached at a specific current density, which decreased with increasing cell humidification. The
data quantify the contribution of external and internal humidification on the homogeneity of the
HFR along the flow-field.

The right side of Figure 3.2-6 shows similar data for the concentration overpotential. The
distribution of the concentration overpotential became less homogeneous with current density
when operating at drier humidification conditions. Below 0.6 A/cm’, however, the
humidification of the cell had no impact on the homogeneity of the concentration overpotential.
The methodology for separating the fuel cell overpotentials employed, together with HNEI’s
segmented cell system, allowed studying the dependence of the distribution of overpotentials in a
fuel cell with respect to changing operating conditions. This information will be useful for
understanding mechanical or electrochemical failure mechanisms of long-term statically or
dynamically operated fuel cell systems.
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Figure 3.2-6. Left: Cell resistance homogeneity indicator vs. current density for segmented cell
operated at various humidification levels at 60 °C, 2/2 stoich, 7/7 psiy, 100/50% RH, and
H./O,. Right: Concentration overpotential homogeneity indicator vs. current density
for segmented cell operated at various humidification levels at 60 °C, 2/2 stoich, 7/7
psig, 100/50% RH, and H,/Air.

3.2.3 MEA Fabrication Laboratory

The MEA Fabrication Laboratory is located within the HFCTF. During this grant period, the
laboratory was not operated, but it was augmented by the acquisition of a Graphetek plotter for
cutting gaskets to be used in the assembly of MEAs. The plotter was received towards the end of
the grant period and has not yet been setup. It will be completed and used in future work at the
laboratory.

3.2.4 Papers and Presentations Resulting from 2008 Efforts

PAPERS

G. Bender, M. Angelo, K. Bethune, S. Dorn, and R. Rocheleau, “Method Using Gas
Chromatography to Determine the Molar Flow Balance for Proton Exchange Membrane Fuel
Cells Exposed to Impurities,” submitted to Journal of Power Sources, February 2009.

S. Dorn, G. Bender, K. Bethune, M. Angelo, R. Rocheleau, “The Impact of Trace Carbon
Monoxide / Toluene Mixtures on PEMFC Performance,” ECS Transactions, 16 (2), 659 (2008).

M. Angelo, S. Dorn, G. Bender, R. Rocheleau, “The Impacts of Repetitive CO Poisoning on
MEA Performance and Durability,” ECS Transactions, 16 (2), 669 (2008).

Y. Zhai, G. Bender, S. Dorn, M. Angelo, K. Bethune, and R. Rocheleau, “Sulfur Dioxide
Contamination in PEMFCs: Degradation and Recovery of Performance,” ECS Transactions 16
(2), 873 (2008).

G. Bender, M. Angelo, K. Bethune, S. Dorn, and R. Rocheleau, “Quantitative Analysis of the
Performance Impact for Low Level Contaminant Studies on Proton Exchange Membrane Fuel
Cells,” in preparation for submission to Journal of Power Sources.
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G. Bender, M. Angelo, K. Bethune, S. Dorn, and R. Rocheleau, “The Carbon Monoxide Balance
Of A Direct Hydrogen Proton Exchange Membrane Fuel Cell During Exposure To Low Level
Carbon Monoxide,” in preparation for submission to Journal of the Electrochemical Society.

PRESENTATIONS

G. Bender, S. Dorn, K. Bethune, M. Angelo, R. Rocheleau, “The Impact of Trace Carbon
Monoxide/Toluene Mixtures on Proton Exchange Membrane Fuel Cell Performance,” 2nd
DOE/ANL Modeling Workshop, National Renewable Energy Laboratory, November 20-21,
2008, Golden, Colorado.

S. Busquet, K. L. Davis, R. M. Moore, G. Bender, R. Rocheleau, “HNEI Simulation Tool for
Proton Exchange Membrane Fuel Cells,” 2nd DOE/ANL Modeling Workshop, National
Renewable Energy Laboratory, November 20-21, 2008, Golden, Colorado.

T. Reshetenko, G. Bender, and R. Rocheleau, “The Voltage Loss Distribution of a PEMFC at
Various Operating Conditions,” 214th meeting of the Electrochemical Society, Oct. 12-17, 2008,
Honolulu, Hawaii.

S. Dorn, G. Bender, K. Bethune, M. Angelo, R. Rocheleau, “The Impact of Trace Carbon
Monoxide / Toluene Mixtures on PEMFC Performance,” 214th meeting of the Electrochemical
Society, Oct. 12-17, 2008, Honolulu, Hawaii.

M. Angelo, S. Dorn, G. Bender, R. Rocheleau, “The Impacts of Repetitive CO Poisoning on
MEA Performance and Durability,” 214th meeting of the Electrochemical Society, Oct. 12-17,
2008, Honolulu, Hawaii.

G. Bender, M. Angelo, K. Bethune, S. Dorn, and R. Rocheleau, “Impurity Studies at HNEI,
University of Hawai‘i,” ISO/TC197/WG12 Meeting, San Francisco, April 3 2008.

POSTER PRESENTATION

“Sulfur Dioxide Contamination in PEMFCs: Degradation and Recovery of Performance,” Y.
Zhai, G. Bender, S. Dorn, M. Angelo, K. Bethune, and R. Rocheleau, 214th meeting of the
Electrochemical Society, Oct. 12-17, 2008, Honolulu, Hawai'i.
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3.3 Fuel Cell Hardware-in-Loop and System Simulation Development

The objectives of this subtask were divided between two major activities: a) enhancement of
existing Hardware-in-Loop (HiL) testing capabilities, and b) development of fuel cell system
simulation tools. The HiL capability and simulation tools are intended to contribute towards
providing a Rapid Prototyping System (RPS) for naval application of fuel cell systems. Both of
these topics will be discussed in the following paragraphs.

3.3.1 Scope of Work and Approach

HiL Development

The HNEI fuel cell Hil. dynamic test station has been developed and is in operation evaluating
PEM fuel cells (PEMFCs) under dynamic application conditions. Hil. methodology is well
established in the automotive industry, where the technique is applied to develop and debug
control algorithms for automotive drive systems. Figure 3.3-1 shows the layout of HNEI's HiLL
concept.

Dynamic Test System
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Application § ' ; i F $ o
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Real Time : k:t .
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Figure 3.3-1. HNEI fuel cell Hardware-in-Loop concept.

HNETI’s fuel cell HiL process is capable of developing optimal control strategies and algorithms
for a fuel cell system and its associate components using a real-time simulation for a desired fuel
cell application under a dynamic load profile. The de-coupling of parameters, combined with
high-end instrumentation, allows distinguishing of the impact and allocation of weak spots,
performance degradation, and ageing effects of the cell or stack. The process allows the
evaluation of both the performance and durability of a specific fuel cell or stack design
(geometry, materials, flow fields, etc.) under dynamic test conditions that mimic the actual
conditions that a cell or stack will experience when placed in a realistic environment.

At the beginning of this reporting period, HNEI worked closely with ONR and NRL to identify
fuel cell systems that are of near-term U.S. Navy interest which would require testing of the
stacks in the HiL mode. The plan during this reporting period was to further upgrade (both
hardware and software) our dynamic HiL fuel cell test stand to permit the testing of small fuel
cell stacks (e.g., up to the 1 kW level). In order to make this upgrade to stack testing, it was
decided to purchase and install a bigger load unit (100 V/150 A/5 kW) and larger-range mass
flow controllers (MFCs) for hydrogen (0-20 slpm) and air (0-50 slpm). The idea was to
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configure the HiL test stand to have the flexibility of testing a stack or a signal fuel cell by
switching between the bigger- and smaller-range load (10 volts/150 amps/1 kW) units. This
upgrade to stack-level testing involved a complete restructure of the internal space of the test
stand to accommodate the new hardware (load unit and MFCs), development and installation of
electronic boards and controller, and redesign of the FPGA (low level programming for safely
and alarm system), Real Time and PC software. These hardware and software upgrades were
accomplished internally at HNEI. The details of this configuration are discussed in Technical
Accomplishments, presented under section 3.3.2 below.

The upgraded HiL stack test system was successfully completed, has a dynamic response time of
between 50-100 milliseconds, and is capable of evaluating the fuel cell stack performance and
durability within U.S. Navy fuel cell systems. The upgraded dynamic HiL testing will focus on
candidate fuel cell stack technology for autonomous applications of interest to the Navy (NRL and
NUWC). Furthermore, the upgraded HiL test system now has the diagnostic capability of testing
both single cells and stacks in dynamic and real-time HiLL modes.

Simulation Tool Development

Since there is an interest in applying fuel cell stacks to an unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV), our
group created a simulation tool called Hybrid Power System (HPSys). Fig 3.3-2 shows the
schematic representation of a fuel cell and battery hybrid power system.

| Compressed High Low
Hydrogen Tank Pressure Pressure
; Regulator Regulator

Radiator
& Fan

Air
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Figure 3.3-2. Schematic representation of a fuel cell and battery hybrid power system.

DC/DC
Converter

| Purification | [N

The HPSys simulation will be used for real-time HiL dynamic testing to evaluate and validate
high performance HPSys designs, stacks, balance of plant (BOP) components, and control
strategies for naval applications.
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3.3.2 Technical Accomplishments

HiL Development

The HiL project involves the development of a real-time simulation system using a commercially
available real-time program and platform (Matlab/Simulink environment and xPC Target
Platform). This project consists of running a fuel cell system simulation with a real fuel cell, or
stack, using our dynamic-response test stand. During this reporting period, the following main
objectives were achieved:

Upgrade of the dynamic HiL fuel cell test stand to permit the testing of small fuel cell stacks.
The upgraded HiL fuel cell test stand has the capability of testing both a fuel cell and stack, and
achieving dynamic response in the 50-100 millisecond (ms) range. This capability enabled us to
test the fuel cell and stacks under realistic dynamic conditions equivalent to what a cell or stack
would experience when operated under dynamic transient conditions. A 96-cell monitoring
system was also developed and installed. The cell monitoring system supports fast, dynamic HiL
real-time testing and features a system of 16-channel modules having up to 240 channels with all
channels truly differential and simultaneously sampled. The cell monitoring system will be used
to observe the behavior of the individual cell during HiLL dynamic simulation test and protect the
stack from damage.

The dynamic HiL fuel cell test stand has following specifications:
Stack testing up to S kW, ( EL100 — 100 V/150 A range);

Cell testing up to 1 kW, ( EL10 — 10 V/220 A range);
H, MFC with a flowrate range of 0-20 slpm;

N —

Air and O, MFC with a flowrate range of 0-50 slpm;
Low-range O, MFC with a flowrate range of 0.01-0.5 slpm;

True-Data EIS, impedance spectrum analyzer, for a fuel cell; and

N oo v s W

Real-time HiL and dynamic testing capability with a response time of 50-100 msec.

The capability of the upgraded HiL fuel cell test stand was demonstrated to visitors during the
October 2008 Ion Tiger UAV review meeting held in Honolulu, Hawaii. ONR and NRL
personal were in attendance. The demonstration included the real-time running of an HPSys
(Battery and PEMFC) simulator with a Protonex stack and mission power profile provided by
NRL.

Simulation Tool Development

A fuel cell and battery hybrid power system (HPSys) simulation tool was developed in
Matlab/Simulink environment (Figure 3.3-3) during this reporting period. The simulation tool is
capable of evaluating fuel cell systems for propulsion of a UAV. The simulation tool is modular
in its structure, which allows different components to be added and different fuel cell system
configurations to be constructed. The tool has also the flexibility to size up components, apply
different operational and control strategies, and test under different load profiles. The simulation
tool also has the capability of converting into real time and being used in HiL testing of the
simulated fuel cell system with one or many actual hardware components of the system (e.g., a
stack by itself or the combination of stack, air blower, and external humidifier).
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Figure 3.3-3. HPSys simulation in the Matlab/Simulink environment.

3.3.3 Papers and Presentations Resulting from Efforts
PAPERS

M.B.V. Virji, P.L. Adcock, R.M. Moore, J.B. Lakeman, “Modelling and Simulation of an
Indirect Diesel Proton Exchange Membrane Fuel Cell (PEMFC) System for a Marine
Application,” Fuel Cell Science and Technology, Vol. 4, Page 481, November 2007.

R.M. Moore, G. Randolf, M. Virji, and K.-H. Hauer, “Fuel Cell Hardware-in-Loop for PEM Fuel
Cell Systems”, Electrochemical Society Transactions — 30" Fuel Cell Seminar, Vol. 5, Issue 1,
pp- 309-319, March 2007.

R.M. Moore, K.H. Hauer, G. Randolf, and M. Virji, “Fuel cell evaluation for dynamic
applications”, Electrochemical Society Transactions, v. 3, Issue 1, pp. 923-930, October-
November 2006.

R.M. Moore, S. Ramaswamy, J.M. Cunningham, and K.H. Hauer, “A Dynamic Simulation Tool
for the Battery-Hybrid Hydrogen Fuel Cell Vehicle,” Fuel Cells—From Fundamentals to
Systems, n. 5, pp. 387-402, October 2006.

R.M. Moore, K.H. Hauer, and S. Ramaswamy, “Energy Utilization and Efficiency Analysis for
Hydrogen Fuel Cell Vehicles,” Journal of Power Sources, Vol. 159, Issue 2, 22 September 2006,
pp. 1214-1230.
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PRESENTATIONS
M. Virji, “Fuel Cell Hardware-in-Loop Development and Real Time Fuel Cell Vehicle
Simulation,” Fuel Cell Seminar, San Antonio, TX, October 15-19, 2007.

R.M. Moore, G. Randolf, M. Virji, K.H. Hauer, “Fuel Cell Based Hardware-in-Loop for PEMFC
Systems”, 2006 Fuel Cell Seminar, Honolulu, Hawaii, 13-17 November 2006.

RM. Moore, K.H. Hauer, G. Randolf, M. Virji, “Fuel Cell Evaluation for Dynamic
Application,” Presentation for the Oral Presentation in Section B (Fuel Cell Systems, Cell Stack
and Component Hardware) of the "Proton Exchange Membrane Fuel Cells 6" Seminar at ECS
210, 29 October — 3 November 2006, Cancun, Mexico.
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3.4 Fuel Processing and Gas Conditioning for Hydrogen Production
Subtask 3.4.1: Sulfur Removal from Fuel Gas at Ambient Temperature

3.4.1.1 Absorptive Removal of Tetrahydrothiophene (THT) from Synthetic Natural
Gas on Modified Activated Carbons

3.4.1.1.1 Scope of Work and Approach

Recently, fuel cells have attracted much interest as an environmentally friendly conversion
technology in which hydrogen and oxygen are converted into water while producing electricity.
One strategy for fuel cell applications is to convert pipelined natural gas to hydrogen using a
series of fuel processing steps including fuel reforming, water gas shift reaction, and selective
CO oxidation. In this process, sulfur compounds present in the fuel gas can cause severe
deactivation of reforming catalysts and fuel cell anodes, even at very low concentration. For
example, a gas feed containing 5 ppm of tetrahydrothiophene (THT) would produce reformate
containing approximately 1 and 2 ppm of H,S and this concentration is high enough to adversely
affect the performance of proton exchange membrane (PEM) fuel cells [1].  Thus,
desulfurization is an essential unit operation in fuel processing for fuel cells applications.

The odorants and the other sulfur compounds present in pipeline gas can be removed by
adsorption on activated carbons [2, 3]. Adsorption is regarded as a more effective method for
deep desulfurization and can be performed at ambient temperature. In general, the adsorption of
sulfur compounds on activated carbons can be classified as either physical adsorption or
chemisorption, based on the interaction of the sulfur bearing molecule with the carbon surface.

Physical adsorption is characterized by van der Waals or dispersion forces which are weak
intermolecular interactions ansing from dipole-dipole or induced dipole attractions. Physical
adsorption approaches equilibrium very rapidly and is generally reversible if the vapor pressure
of the adsorbate is reduced. Hysteresis may result due to the pore structure of the sorbent. The
heat evolved during adsorption is similar to a condensation process, being in the range 4 to 40 kJ
mol ™, and as a result, is assumed to happen very quickly. Due to the long range nature of the
attractive forces, physical adsorption may form several layers of adsorbed gas molecules on the
solid surface. As the number of layers increases, the adsorption process approaches one of
condensation. In activated carbons, adsorptive capacity is affected by pore size and distribution
and the number of active sites on the surface [4, 5].

In contrast to physical adsorption, chemisorptive interaction between the solid surface and the
adsorbed molecule is much stronger. Chemisorption is mainly responsible for gas-solid
reactions and catalysis, and displays chemical specificity, i.e., is particular to the solid and gas
species in terms of chemical forces and orientation. These requirements suggest that
chemisorption can only occur as a monolayer. The forces involved between participants are of
the same order as those in chemical reactions, with the heat of chemisorption being 40 to 600 kJ
mol”. As a result, chemisorption may be slow and display rate behavior characteristic of
processes possessing an activation energy. Gases which have been chemisorbed may be difficult
to remove and may leave the surface altered, as in the case of oxygen adsorbed onto solid carbon
which 1s desorbed as CO or CO,. With activated carbons, the surface chemical properties,
particularly the presence of different functional groups and metal ions, affect the adsorptive
capacity [4, 5].
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To increase the adsorptive capacity of activated carbons, surface modification by oxidation [6] or
metal impregnation [7, 8] has been investigated. These methods can improve the sulfur capacity
of the parent material by creating additional acid groups and adsorption sites on the surface of
activated carbons [6, 9, 10]. It was found that HNO3/H,SO4 solutions can form acidic groups on
the carbon surface, which interact with thiol groups by hydrogen bonding to enhance their
sorption capacity [11]. Impregnation of CuCl, on activated carbon was reported by Kim and Yie
[12]. They found that impregnated CuCl, led to a notable decrease in microporosity of the
activated carbon, but enhanced the adsorption capacity of methyl mercaptan (MM), indicating
that CuCl, may act as adsorption sites for MM. Besides activated carbons, zeolite-based
sorbents modified with transition metals have also shown improved adsorption capacity for
sulfur compounds. These transition metals, i.e., copper, zinc and silver, were regarded as active
materials to adsorb sulfur compounds under ambient conditions [13-15]. This earlier work
addresses the adsorption of sulfur compounds at ambient temperatures by surface modification of
activated carbons using acid oxidation or metal impregnation. Information on the effect of
impregnated metals on the surface features is still lacking. These techniques may influence the
mechanism of adsorption of sulfur compounds on the activated carbons, and potentially, the
sulfur adsorption capacity.

Tetrahydrothiophene (THT) is a heterocyclic organic compound consisting of a five-membered
ring containing four carbon atoms and one sulfur atom. It is a volatile, clear, colorless liquid
with a strong unpleasant odor. THT can be used as an odorant in pipeline gas, such as natural
gas, city gas or town gas. In Honolulu, synthetic natural gas (SNG) is produced from naphtha
and THT is used as an odorant for leak detection. SNG is distributed via pipeline by The Gas
Company. Studies on adsorptive removal of gas-phase sulfur compounds have been conducted
[16] to utilize the pipeline gas as a reforming feedstock for hydrogen production use in fuel cells.

An objective of this paper is to describe the adsorption of tetrahydrothiophene (THT) present in
SNG on activated carbons that have undergone surface modification by oxidation or
impregnation to improve adsorption capacity. The purpose is to identify the adsorption
mechanism of sulfur compound THT on the modified surface of activated carbons.

3.4.1.1.2 Experimental

Synthetic natural gas (SNG) composition. Synthetic natural gas (SNG) is produced from
petroleum and distributed via pipeline in Honolulu by The Gas Company. SNG is composed of
methane (CHy), hydrogen (H,), nitrogen (N), carbon monoxide (CO), carbon dioxide (CO5),
water vapor (H;O), trace amounts of higher hydrocarbons, and sulfur compounds. The
detectable sulfur compounds, which are either naturally present or added intentionally as
odorants, are hydrogen sulfide (H,S), methyl mercaptan (MM), ethyl mercaptan (EM), dimethyl
sulfide (DMS), dimethyl disulfide (DMDS), tetrahydrothiophene (THT), ethyl disulfide (EDS),
and an additional, as yet unidentified, compound. Among these sulfur compounds, THT is added
as an odorant and was present in the highest concentration, contributing roughly 75% in the total
sulfur content. The gas composition and sulfur speciation analyses are presented in Tables
3.4.1.1-1 and 3.4.1.1-2, respectively.
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Table 3.4.1.1-1. Pipeline gas composition.

Component Quantity
Methane 79-84%
Hydrogen 9-10%
Carbon dioxide 3-5%
Carbon monoxide 0.25-0.4%
Water’ 0.24-0.32 g/m’
Ethane 0-0.01%
Propylene’ 0%
Propane’ 0.03-0.5%
n-Butane 1.5-4%
i-Butane’ 1.5-3%
n-Pentane’ 0.25-0.75%
i-Pentane” 0.5-1%
neo-Pentane’ 0-0.05%
C6+ 0-0.1%
Tetrahydrothiophene™  0.004%
C2+" 3.78-9.41%

*From The Gas Company Analysis Report of January 2000
**From The Gas Company Data Sheet of November 1998

Table 3.4.1.1-2. Sulfur speciation analysis in the pipeline gas.

Component Quantity, ppm
H,S 0.06-0.15
Methyl mercaptan 0.05-0.13

Ethyl mercaptan 0.1-0.4
Dimethyl sulfide 0.06-0.22
Dimethyl disulfide 0.07-0.23
Tetrahydrothiophene 4.2-7.8

Ethyl disulfide 0.13-0.18
Unknown species 0.3-1.0

Sorbent evaluation and sulfur compounds analysis. A sorbent column was constructed from a
stainless steel pipe 45.7 cm in length and 2.43 c¢m in inner diameter. All of the components
including the sorbent column and gas delivery lines were treated with a Sulfinert® coating or
were made from Teflon® to prevent sulfur compounds from being adsorbed on the working
surfaces of the system. A Teflon® insert with an inner diameter of 1.2 cm was packed with
carbon and placed in the column.

A 4.0 gram mass of sorbent was tested in all cases. The sorbent bed was about 8 cm long with
the major axis oriented vertically. To distribute the flow evenly, 3 mm layers of 3 mm diameter
25
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glass beads were packed into the column below and above the sorbent. SNG was supplied to the
carbon column from a laboratory gas service valve at a flow rate of 4.0 - 4.5 I/min using a pump.

After the SNG passed though the carbon column it was analyzed with a gas chromatograph
(GO).

The concentrations of sulfur species were measured with a Shimadzu 2041 GC equipped with a
capillary column (Rtx-1, 60m-0.53-7um, Restek Corporation) and sulfur chemiluminescent
detector (SCD) (Sievers Model 355). Helium (He) served as carrier gas and a six-port sampling
valve was used to make automatic injections. A permeation tube device (Model 355, Kin-Tek
Laboratories) loaded with a THT permeation tube was used to calibrate.

In each analysis the column temperature was held for 1 min at 50°C, ramped to 125 °C at 20
°C/min, ramped again to 180 °C at 10 °C/min, held at 180 °C for 1 min and finally cooled to 50
°C at 100 °C/min. Thus, effluent gas was sampled and analyzed with a cycle time of 13 min. In
addition, sulfur compounds present in SNG were analyzed from a by-pass path before and after
the sorption test, to verify stable operation of the system. Tests typically lasted 10 hours.

The sulfur adsorption capacity of carbon sorbents was determined by breakthrough testing. The
breakthrough point is defined as the first detection of THT at a concentration >0.2 ppm. The
sulfur capacity was calculated by using the following equation:

Q(// min) x t(min) x S, (ppm) x 32000 (mg / mol)
22.4(I/molyxm,,,(g)x10°

Sp(mglg)=

(1

where, 5 (mg/g): the sulfur capacity in milligram elemental sulfur per gram sorbent; Q(//min):
SNG flow rate; ¢(min) : breakthrough time; §__(ppm): total sulfur concentration in SNG for all
sulfur compounds; m,_,(g): mass of sorbent tested; and 32000 (mg / mol ), 22.4(I/mol), and 10°

are sulfur molar weight, molar volume of ideal gas, and unit conversion from ppm to molar
concentration, respectively.

Modification of activated carbons. A coconut shell activated carbon (OLC Plus 12x30, Calgon
Carbon Corporation) was used as the parent material for all samples modified by oxidation and
impregnation.

In the oxidation, carbon was prepared by mixing 40 g of the virgin activated carbon (AC) with
70 ml of 68-70% HNO; or 100 ml of 50% H,0O; at room temperature until there was no further
gas evolution. The sample was washed with distilled water until no further change in pH was
detected (around pH = 5), and then dried overnight in an oven at 115 °C.

Virgin carbon was impregnated by immersing 40 gram in a 0.1N solution of the selected metal at
70-80 °C for 6 hours. The modified carbon was then dried at 115 °C overnight. The selected
metal impurities were from the Zn group (Zn(NO;); and ZnAc;), Cu group (Cu(NO;); and
CuS0y), Fe group (FeCls), K group (AC-KMnO4 KCl, KOH and K,CO3), and Na group (NaOH
and Na;COj3). The loaded amount was around 0.40 mmol metal per gram virgin activated carbon
except as noted. A composite sorbent was prepared based on carbon oxidized by HNO; (AC-
HNO3) with FeCls loading at varied contents, which was denoted as AC/HNO;-FeCls. The
names and preparation conditions for these carbon sorbents are in Table 3.4.1.1-3.
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Table 3.4.1.1-3. Carbons name and preparation conditions.
Carbons name Solution / Concentration / Volume, ml Bnsiogded,
mmol / g, AC
Treated with oxidizer
AC-HNO; HNO; / 50% / 100 -
| AC-H,0, H,0,/70% /70 -
AC-KMnQOy, KMnO, /0.155M /40 -
Impregnated with Cu
AC-CuSOy CuSO4/0.10IN / 150 0.38
AC-Cu(NO;),-38 Cu(NO,),/ 0.142N / 106 0.38
AC-Cu(NOs),-53 Cu(NOs); / 0.142N / 150 0.53
Impregnated with Zn
AC-ZnAc, " ZnAc, /0.099N / 150 0.37
AC-Zn(NOs), Zn(NO3), / 0.106N / 150 0.40
Impregnated with Fe
AC-FeCls FeCl; /0.099N /150 0:37)
Impregnated with Na
AC-NaOH NaOH /1.006N /15 0.38
AC-Na,CO; Na,CO;/0.753N/19.9 0.37
Impregnated with K
AC-KOH KOH /0.099N / 150 0.37
AC-K,CO; K,CO;/0.10IN /150 0.38
| AC-KCI KCIl/0.099N / 150 0.37
Treated with oxidizer/ Impregnated with Fe
AC/HNO;-FeCl;-37 HNO; / 50% / 100, FeCl;/ 0.099N /150 0.37
AC/HNO;-FeCl;5-70* HNO; / 50% / 100, FeCl;/ 0.099N /140 0.70
AC/HNOs-FeCl5-105* HNO; / 50% /100, FeCl; / 0.099N /210 1.05
#: ZnAc, is denoted as zinc acetate
*: The modification was based on 20 gram of virgin activated carbon.

samples were measured at 77 K (Autosorb®-1, Quantachrome Instruments, Boynton Beach, FL).
Before the experiments the samples were first heated and degassed at 110 °C for 2 hours under a
vacuum of 107 torr (1.33x107 Pa). Specific surface area (Sger) was calculated by using the
multipoint BET method in the relative pressure (P/Py) range of 0.01-0.1; the total pore volume
(Vo) and the average pore diameter (Daye) Were calculated from the amount of gas adsorbed at

|
i Characteristics of carbon sorbents. Nitrogen (liquid N,) adsorption/desorption isotherms for the
|
|
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related pressure of 0.995-0.999. In addition, density functional theory (DFT) was used to
analyze the pore structure parameters, such as micropore volume (Vpicro, pore width less than 2
nm), total pore volume (Vioal, pore width less than 36 nm), and mode pore width (D). The DFT
calculation method is provided from the instrument data process software, and assumes that the
activated carbon contains slit-shaped pores.

The surface morphology and elemental mapping of the carbons was conducted using a scanning
electron micrograph (Zeiss DSM926, Germany) equipped with energy dispersive x-ray
spectroscopy detector (Oxford 6533) at an accelerating voltage of 20 kV.

Carbon suspension provides useful information about the overall surface functional properties.
The value indicates the average acidity/basicity of carbon sample. In this study, a 0.4 g sample
of carbon was placed in 20 ml distilled water and equilibrated overnight and the pH of the
suspension was measured by pH detector (Orion, Model 290A) [10].

3.4.1.1.3 Technical Accomplishments

Evaluation of carbon sorbents by adsorption capacity of THT. The performance of each
carbon sorbent was evaluated by breakthrough testing using SNG from the utility gas service
available in the laboratory. Figure 3.4.1.1-1 presents the breakthrough curves for each carbon
sorbent included in the study. Note that the volume of SNG has been normalized by the mass of
activated carbon sorbent in the test sample to provide a common basis for comparison. For
simplification, Figure 3.4.1.1-1(a) presents the breakthrough curves for carbons modified by
oxidizers and Figure 3.4.1.1-1(b) presents similar data for carbons modified by impregnation.

Apparently, the modification method strongly influenced the adsorption capacity of THT on the
carbons. Long-term monitoring of THT indicates that the laboratory SNG supply is not constant,
varying between 4.2-7.8 ppm as listed in Table 3.4.1.1-3. Thus it is not possible to use Figure
3.4.1.1-1 as a quantitative evaluation for carbon sorbent performance. To eliminate the effects of
varied experimental conditions, such as SNG flow rate, THT concentration during the test
period, and sample size, Equation 1 was used to calculate the THT capacity of virgin and
modified activated carbons and results are presented in Figure 3.4.1.1-2 on the basis of elemental
S (mg) adsorbed per gram of sorbent.

Virgin carbon (AC) had an uptake capacity of 0.91 mg S/g of sample, AC-FeCl;, AC-HNO; and
their composite AC/HNO;-FeCl; had the highest THT capacity with 2.4 mg/g, 3.43 mg/g and
4.24 mg/g, respectively. Three carbons, AC-ZnAc,, AC-K,CO; and AC-KCI, had a THT
capacity less than that of AC. All other carbons had increased capacities; however, some only
marginally so. In general, activated carbons treated with oxidizers had increased THT capacity
and were ranked according to increasing performance in the following order: HO, and HNO:;.
Metal impregnated carbons did not display a clear performance enhancement trend. By
comparing with the THT capacity of modified samples with virgin carbon AC, the modified
carbons can be classified into the following three categories: Group 1, 0.6-1.5 mg S per gram
sample; Group 2, 1.5-2.5 mg S per gram sample; and Group 3, more than 2.5 mg S per gram
sample.

Group 1: Negative or minor effect carbons, AC-ZnAc;, AC-K,CO;, AC-KCl,
AC-KOH and AC-NaOH;

Group 2: Effective carbons, AC-KMnO4, AC-CuSO4, AC-NaCO;, AC-
CU(NO3)2, AC-Hzoz, and AC-ZH(NO3)2; and

28
Final Technical Report, May 2009
Grant Award Number N00014-06-1-1055 HNEI



Group 3: Major effective carbons, AC-FeCl;, AC-HNO; and AC/HNOs-FeCls.
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Figure 3.4.1.1-1. Breakthrough curves of THT for modified activated carbons; (a) oxidized
activated carbons; (b) impregnated activated carbons with equal metal loadings.
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Figure 3.4.1.1-2. THT adsorptive capacities of virgin and modified activated carbons (note that
metal loadings are equal for all samples).

Effect of modification on the physical characteristics of carbons surface. The effects of the
modification on the physical surface characteristics the Group 2 carbon sorbents were
investigated. Information on the pore structure of activated carbon includes characterizations of
the surface area, pore volume, pore size and distribution. Figures 3.4.1.1-3 and 3.4.1.1-4 show
the isotherms and pore size distribution obtained for the virgin and selected modified activated
carbons.

Figure 3.4.1.1-3(a) presents the effect of loaded metal types on the isotherms. The selected
modified carbon sorbents are AC-Zn(NOs),, AC-ZnAc;, AC-Cu(NO3);, AC-HNO3 and AC-
FeCls, which are in Group 2 and 3 except for AC-ZnAc,. Figures 3.4.1.1-3(b) and (c) illustrate
the effect that varied amounts of metal loaded on the activated carbon has on the isotherms for
the sorbents AC-Cu(NOs3), and AC/HNOs-FeCls, respectively. All of the adsorption isotherms
are shown be similar and close to type I of the IUPAC classification, which is typical of micro-
porous activated carbons. Moreover, the N, isotherms of these carbons also show the H4 type
hysteresis loop indicating the presence of slit-shaped pores with narrow pore size distribution.
Based on these isotherms, the pore size distributions were calculated using the DFT equilibrium
model and are shown in Figure 3.4.1.1-4.

It was found that the metal loading and oxidation did not change either the N2 adsorption
isotherms (Figure 3.4.1.1-3) or the pore size distribution (Figure 3.4.1.1-4) to a great extent. All
samples possess primarily micropores, which according to the IUPAC classification have widths
below 20 A (2 nm).
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Figure 3.4.1.1-3. Nitrogen adsorption isotherms for the virgin and modified activated carbons.
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Parameters calculated from adsorption isotherms for test carbons are shown in Table 3.4.1.1-4.
It was expected that impregnated carbons would have reduced surface area and pore volume, but
the pore structure parameters varied widely for different impregnation metals. Pore structure
parameters for AC-ZnAc; show 15% reductions in Sggr and V; values compared to virgin
carbon, indicating that ZnAc, impregnated on the carbon had a minimal effect on pore
characteristics. This may be due to poor dispersion of ZnAc; on the carbon surface. The other
impregnated carbons, such as AC-Zn(NOs3),, AC-Cu(NQOs);, AC-FeCl; and AC/HNO;-FeCl;,
exhibited 20-30% reductions in surface area (Sggr) and total pore volume (V) and a 75-80%
reduction in average pore diameter (D). DFT micro pore volume (Vmicro) and total volume
(Vioa) of these samples were reduced 15-20% compared to the parent activated carbon (AC).
The data indicate that the carbon surfaces were covered by loaded metals. Greater metal loading
resulted in reduced pore volume and surface area for the three samples derived from AC/HNO;
loaded with varied amounts of FeCls [Figure 3.4.1.1-3(b) & 3.4.1.1-4(b)], but this trend was not
observed for the AC-Cu(NO;), samples [Figure 3.4.1.1-3(c) & 3.4.1.1-4(c)]. An interpretation
of these results is non-uniformity in the samples or the dispersion of the metals on the samples.

Comparison of the pore structure of the parent material (AC) with the activated carbon oxidized
by HNO; (AC-HNOs) shows little difference. This does not support the assertion by Figueiredo
[6] that the carbon porous structure could be destroyed by strong oxidative effects such as those
produced by HNO;s.

The surface morphologies of the virgin and modified carbons were investigated by SEM and
photos of the sample surfaces are shown in Figure 3.4.1.1-5. In comparison to virgin carbon AC
[Figure 3.4.1.1-5(a)], AC-HNOs [Figure 3.4.1.1-5(b)] has a smoother surface without visible
presence of small surface particles, due to the acid treatment and water rinse. Small particles are
distributed across the surface of impregnated carbons, with particle shapes varying with the type
of metal loaded on the sample [Figure 3.4.1.1-5(c) to 3.4.1.1-5(f)]. For the AC-Zn(NO;), sample
[Figure 3.4.1.1-5(c)], almost all particles are rectangular in shape and roughly 1 um in size.
These particles are of uniform size and are evenly dispersed on the carbon surface. In
comparison, AC-ZnAc; [Figure 3.4.1.1-5(d)] is less uniformly distributed and with a variety of
particle shapes and the appearance of irregularly shaped agglomerates. These kinds of particle
could be the result of poor dispersion on the carbon surface and could be easily removed from
the surface. This could be a contributing factor for the observed weak effect that ZnAc,
impregnation had on the pore structure parameters of activated carbon. The particles deposited
on the surface of AC-Cu(NOs), [Figure 3.4.1.1-5(¢)] have needle shapes of uniform size and are
well dispersed. The AC-FeCl; sample [Figure 3.4.1.1-5(f)] is characterized by well dispersed
deposited particles with irregular shape. The impregnation technique used this study resulted in
varied dispersion of the selected metals on the carbon surface and this contributed to the
observed differences in pore structure for the modified activated carbons.

Relationship between the surface characteristics and THT adsorption capacity. THT is a
saturated molecule that is less reactive, more polar, and more basic than thiophenes, in which
neither of the sulfur lone electron pairs is engaged in aromatic n-electron system [17].
Therefore, THT molecule can adhere to the surface through van der Waals force or weak
hydrogen bonds between THT and functional groups. Thus it is normally expected that the
activated carbons have a higher adsorption capacity when greater numbers of acidic functional
groups are available on the carbon surfaces.

(98]
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c. AC-Zn(NOs),

Figure 3.4.1.1-5. SEM pictures for virgin carbon and modified carbons.
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Hawaii Energy and Environmental Technologies (HEET) Initiative
Grant Award Number N00014-06-1-1055
(September 14, 2006 to December 31, 2008)

1. Executive Summary

This report summarizes work conducted under Grant Award Number N00014-06-1-1055, the
Hawaii Energy and Environmental Technologies (HEET) Initiative, funded through the Office of
Naval Research to the Hawaii Natural Energy Institute (HNEI) of the University of Hawaii. The
work reported here continued the focus on critical technology needs associated with the
development and testing of advanced fuel cells and fuel cell systems, and the exploration and
utilization of seabed methane hydrates, and represents the fourth award of this initiative.

Major accomplishments under the first grant award, Number N00014-01-1-0928, included the
planning, design and construction of the Hawaii Fuel Cell Test Facility (HFCTF), which opened
in May 2003. In partnership with industry, HNEI established test protocols and initiated a
variety of long-term durability studies. The methane hydrates activities under the first agreement
initiated studies to characterize hydrate thermochemistry and kinetics, hydrate microbiology and
development of international collaborations.

Under the second award (N00014-04-1-0682), HNEI expanded its test capabilities with the
addition of three new fuel cell test stands at the HFCTF, including two for fuels purity studies.
Tests to characterize the effects of trace amounts of benzene, toluene and carbon monoxide in the
hydrogen fuel were initiated. The third stand was designed for high speed dynamic testing for
use in Hardware-in-Loop (HiL) work. Testing of a 100 cm? single cell via a fuel cell vehicle
simulation program was used to validate the test stand capabilities. Modeling and simulation of
a fuel cell energy/power system for use in an unmanned underwater vehicle (UUV) was also
completed. In addition to the FC testing, HNEI also developed an MEA (membrane electrode
assembly) fabrication laboratory to support the existing fuel cell assembly laboratory. Novel fuel
cell component research was continued in the areas of using biocarbons in fuel cell bipolar plates
and developing enzymatic bio-fuel cells. Alternative fuel research was continued via efforts in
fuel processing and gas conditioning for hydrogen production. HNEI’s activities in the area of
methane hydrates included studies of hydrate destabilization phenomena, with shakedown testing
of HNEI’s destabilization facility and design and fabrication of a novel fiberoptic probe to
identify sample aspects within the calorimeter sample cell using Raman spectroscopy. HNEI
sponsored and manned the organizing committee of the 4™ International Workshop on Methane
Hydrates that took place in Victoria, British Columbia, Canada on 9-11 May 2005.

Under the third award (N00014-06-1-0086), the capacity of the HFCTF was again expanded,
increasing the total number of test stands to eight. Several of the existing test stands as well as
the MEA Fabrication Laboratory were modified for increased performance. The dynamic HiL
test stand was also modified to enhance response and to improve operating flexibility, safety, and
test stand reliability. Simulation tools for evaluation and screening of fuel cell systems for UUV
propulsion systems were developed. In the area of alternative fuel supplies, HNEI continued
research on fuel processing and gas conditioning for hydrogen production. This included
examination of sulfur removal from fuel gas using activated-carbon-based sorbents, and
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reforming seafloor methane for use in underwater fuel cells. Work continued in the development
of novel fuel cells and components, specifically in the area of biocarbons for fuel cell use and
development of enzymatic bio-fuel cells. HNEI’s activities in the area of methane hydrates
included an expanded effort in hydrate destabilization. Detailed studies of reagent-induced
decomposition of methane hydrates were initiated utilizing a novel instrument that combined
spectroscopy and calorimetry. We continued our microbial analysis of sediment samples
collected in the Gulf of Mexico and the Hikurangi margin off New Zealand. Model development
was pursued to investigate the fate of methane released from the seafloor into the water column,
e.g., as a result of inadvertent or purposeful hydrate destabilization. As part of our goal to
promote international collaboration, HNEI personnel participated in a multi-national research
cruise off New Zealand in June and July 2006.

During the present reporting period (Award N00014-06-1-1055), we continued to expand the
capacity and capabilities of the HFCTF and made improvements to the infrastructure to support
this expanded capability. Three additional test stands were added to the facility, increasing the
total number of test stands to eleven. Several of the existing test stands were modified to allow
testing of stacks while monitoring individual cell voltages. The systems are currently used to
support Ion Tiger, an ONR-funded UAV project. The existing segmented fuel cell system was
expanded by adding spatial resistance and electrochemical impedance spectroscopy (EIS), as
well as cyclic and linear-sweep voltammetry (CV and LSV, respectively). Additions of other
diagnostic equipment, including frequency response analyzers and galvanostats/potentiostats,
and further development and improvement of existing equipment such as the gas analysis system
further improved the diagnostic capabilities at the HFCTF. Research activities included studying
the performance impact of low-level single and mixed contaminants present in the anode feed
stream, the performance impact and poisoning mechanism of low-level sulfur dioxide in the
cathode feed stream, the spatial distribution of fuel cell overpotentials along the flow channels,
and the feasibility of employing the segmented cell system for the detection of membrane
electrode assembly (MEA) defects. Some of these activities were supported in part by US DOE.

HilL development activities focused on upgrading the existing dynamic Hil test stand to
accommodate testing of fuel cell stacks up to the 1 kW level. The upgrade included installation
of a higher capacity load unit (100 V/150 A/5 kW) and higher-range mass flow controllers, and
an update of the software to test stacks in static, dynamic and real-time Hil. modes. Simulation
tools were modified for evaluation of fuel cell systems for propulsion of an unmanned aerial
vehicle.

Activities in the areas of fuel processing and gas conditioning for hydrogen (H) production
focused on identifying and characterizing approaches for sulfur (S) removal from fuel gas and
reforming activities. Various modified activated-carbon-based sorbents were evaluated. The
sulfur work focused on removal of tetrahydrothiophene (THT) and dimethylsulfide. The best
modified sorbent improved S removal by more than 6X compared to the unmodified sorbent.
The improved absorption is related to changes in the surface acidity/basicity of the carbon
sorbent. Impregnated metals also play important roles.

Regeneration of the used carbon sorbents by thermal desorption was also explored.

Under funding from DARPA, HNEI developed a conceptual design of an ocean floor, fuel-cell
based, power generating station fueled by methane from natural gas seeps or from the controlled
decomposition of methane hydrates. Building on ongoing activities under HEET, a laboratory-
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scale catalytic autothermal reformer capable of operating at pressures of 6 to 50 bar was
constructed and tested. The objective of the experimental program was to maximize Hj
production per mole of oxygen (O,) supplied. Tests were conducted using O, and hydrogen
peroxide (H,0,) as the oxidizer. The H; production per mole of O, increased ~14% when using
H,0; vs. O, as the oxidizer. An equilibrium model was also used to compare experimental and
theoretical results. Results of this analysis have been forwarded to NUWC for use in their UUV
program.

Plasma reforming activities were initiated, including design, construction, and testing of two
plasma arc reactor designs. The first reactor was a planar plasma, gliding arc design and the
second was a reverse vortex reactor. Initial tests using methane and air showed the performance
of the reverse vortex reactor to be better than the gliding arc one, producing higher levels of
hydrogen in the reformate and allowing less methane to pass through the system.

In support of the DARPA-sponsored Direct Carbon Fuel Cell research project at SRI, HNEI
prepared biocarbons with various well-specified properties from a wide variety of biomass
feedstocks. These biocarbons were shipped to SRI for testing and evaluation. SRI is using its
test results to optimize the performance of its carbon fuel cells.

Development of enzymatic bio-fuel cells continues, focused on enzyme immobilization utilizing
macroporous chitosan polymer composites that support both mediator-based and direct-electron-
transfer mechanisms. Improved in situ surface and interface characterization protocols have also
been achieved in this work. This approach uses imaging ellipsometry and additional
complementary characterization tools to study biocatalytic electrodes and their behavior. A
model system that includes polymerized methylene green on electrodes as the electron transfer
mediator was studied to elucidate the mediator-based electron-transfer mechanisms.

The methane hydrates activities comprised four subtasks: Hydrate Thermochemistry and Kinetics,
Environmental Impacts of Methane Release from Seafloor Hydrates, Hydrate Engineering
Applications, and International Collaborative R&D. Subtasks included: laboratory and analytical
investigations of hydrate destabilization by chemical reagents; laboratory studies of subsea power
system components that utilize seafloor methane; characterization of the microbial community in
marine hydrate beds that modulate methane levels in the seafloor sediments and leakage into the
water column; development of models to predict the fate of methane released from the seafloor
into the water column; preliminary laboratory studies of mixed gas hydrates for gas purification;
and the promotion of international R&D partnerships.

Significant progress in understanding hydrate destabilization using thermodynamic inhibitors
was gained. We had posited that thermodynamic inhibitors work by tying up liquid water at the
hydrate surface and, hence, disrupt the dynamic equilibrium between hydrate decomposition and
formation. We tested this hypothesis by conducting a series of experiments with our Raman
calorimeter in which three common alcohols and one diol were injected at constant temperature
and pressure into a sample cell containing methane hydrate. The calorimeter thermograms of
these injections were used to infer the amounts of hydrate decomposed per mole of inhibitor and
these data were correlated with the molecular structure of the inhibitor. The results indicated that
the effectiveness of an inhibitor to destabilize methane hydrate is related to the number of
hydroxyl groups that provide hydrogen bonding sites and the size of the alkyl group, which tends
to inhibit this bonding. This is consistent with the experimental observations and supports our
hypothesis about the fundamental mechanism of chemical decomposition of hydrates.
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The impact of seafloor methane from hydrates on the marine environment was explored via both
experiments and modeling. Biological processes (mostly microbial) in the sediment and the
water column are believed to play a major role in determining methane levels throughout the
marine environment. The underlying metabolic pathways and the factors that affect these
processes are not well understood and have been a focus area of the HNEI methane hydrate task.
During the present phase of the HEET initiative, we continued our analysis of sediment samples
collected from methane hydrate beds in the Hikurangi Margin off New Zealand. The
microbiology of these samples included Bacteria and Archaea communities that were
investigated by use of molecular DNA cloning. The clones were DNA sequenced and
phylogenetic trees were constructed for each of these communities. The clone results did not
indicate the presence of a clearly defined ecology that would be unique to methane hydrate
containing sediments.

Similar molecular analyses also were performed on a push-core sample from a hydrate mound in
Barkley Canyon in the Gulf of Mexico that was provided by our collaborators at the Naval
Research Laboratory (NRL). Results indicate that there is a significant amount of diversity. A
species that is known to exist in hydrate-containing sediments was found with high frequency,
and another species specifically associated with AOM was detected. A phylogenic tree using the
actual clone sequences currently is being constructed. Work also continues on the development
of computer models to investigate the fate of methane released from the seafloor into the water
column, e.g., as a result of inadvertent or purposeful hydrate destabilization. As a first step to
explore the use of gas hydrates for non-energy related engineering applications, such as gas
fractionation or water purification, we conducted experiments with mixed gas hydrates to test the
performance of the Raman calorimeter and to confirm our laboratory protocols. The instrument
performed well and the protocols we developed appear to be viable. During the next phase of the
experiments, the calorimeter gas supply system will be modified to allow extraction and analysis
of the gas composition during hydrate formation and decomposition to determine if fractionation
is occurring

Finally, as part of our goal to promote international collaborative R&D on methane hydrates,
HNEI supported and helped organize the 6™ International Workshop on Methane Hydrate R&D
that was held in Bergen, Norway in May 2008. The workshop was attended by scientists,
engineers, and other stakeholders from 12 countries and a meeting report is available from NRL.

Final Technical Report, May 2009
Grant Award Number N00014-06-1-1055 HNEI



2. Introduction

The Hawaii Energy and Environmental Technologies (HEET) Initiative, funded to the Hawaii
Natural Energy Institute (HNEI) of the University of Hawaii through the Office of Naval
Research (ONR), was initiated in the summer of 2001 under Grant Award Number N00014-01-
1-0928 to address critical technology needs associated with the exploration and utilization of
seabed methane hydrates and the development and testing of advanced fuel cells and fuel cell
systems. These efforts and a smaller effort in fuels purification were continued under two
subsequent agreements (Award No. N00014-04-1-0682: June 15, 2005 to June 30, 2006; and
Award No. N00014-06-1-0086: October 17, 2005 to September 30, 2007. Under these
programs, the focal point of our activity was development of the Hawaii Fuel Cell Test Facility
(HFCTF) which houses dual facilities for fuel cell testing and for the synthesis and
characterization of methane hydrates. Research in these areas was described in prior reports.

Our fourth (the current) HEET program (Award No. N00014-06-1-1055), was for the period
September 14, 2006 to December 31, 2008. The remaining two sections of this report focus on
each of the major areas covered within the HEET initiative. Section 3 is on fuel cell systems,
with subsections for each of the associated subtasks for these systems. Section 4 covers methane
hydrates, including subsections for the subtasks of this area.
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3. Fuel Cell Systems

3.1 Introduction

This overall task area is organized into four major subtasks: polymer electrolyte membrane
(PEM) fuel cell testing and component development; fuel cell Hardware-in-Loop (HiL) and
system simulation development; fuels processing and gas conditioning for hydrogen production;
and novel fuel cell and component development. Under this Grant, HNEI further expanded the
testing and research capabilities of the Hawaii Fuel Cell Test Facility (HFCTF), including
additional gas infrastructure to operate the increased amount of test stations, implementation of
stack testing for stacks that contain more than four cells, and low-current sensing for improved
segmented cell diagnostics. There were new advances in the development of HiL capabilities for
evaluating fuel cells under simulated real-world operating conditions, continuing work on fuel
processing and gas conditioning research, and the area of novel fuel cells .

Details for the activities conducted under each of these subtasks are given below.

3.2 PEM Fuel Cell Testing and Component Development

Primary activities in this area included research activities as well as infrastructure and testing
capability development. Research activities included studying the performance impact and
poisoning mechanism of low-level sulfur dioxide in the cathode feed stream, studying the impact
of contaminant mixtures in the anode feed stream, and studying the spatial distribution of fuel
cell overpotentials along the flow channels. Testing capabilities were improved by adding test
equipment for sub-scale cells, providing existing UTC XT-800 test stations with the option to
test small-scale stacks with up to 48 cells, and implementing small-current-sensing capabilities to
the segmented cell data acquisition system.

3.2.1 Test Stands/Infrastructure Upgrades

During the past year, improvements were implemented on the facility infrastructure, several test
stands, and diagnostic instruments. With increasing demand for small stack fuel cell testing, we
found it valuable to modify one of the UTC XT-800 test stands to allow small stack testing in
support of the lon Tiger unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) project. This test station now has the
capability to run 50 to 600 cm’ single cells or small stacks (36-cell stacks, < 30 cm? per cell).
Newly installed Fuel Cell Technologies test stations were modified to allow for Hy/Helox
(mixture of helium and oxygen) operation in support of the segmented cell system.

In anticipation of further impurity work, our gas analysis capability was expanded by splitting
our two Varian gas chromatographs (GCs), which effectively doubles our throughput for
impurity testing. Previously, both Varian GCs were operated as one unit, sampling off the same
port simultaneously. By splitting the systems, we now can measure two sample points
independently. The second system is currently setup to study low-level carbon monoxide and
carbon dioxide using a Flame lonization Detector (FID). The original GC system essentially
remains unchanged.

With the addition of new test stations and the expansion of existing stations for small stack
testing causing an increased demand for high purity water, the original facility small capacity
deionized water system was replaced with a Millipore high capacity deionized water system.
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The Millipore system consists of a reverse osmosis pre-treatment unit, a 350-liter storage tank
and distribution pump, and a high capacity deionized water cartridge system. The new Millipore
system increased the supply of deionized water from 1.5 to 12 lpm at 45 psig. Other facility
upgrades included the addition of two 3 kW / 4 gpm chiller units providing cooling water to all
test stations in the facility.

Cyclic voltammetry (CV) experiments are essential parts of the previously developed protocols
for standardized testing and routinely accompany the impurity experiments during beginning of
test (BOT) and end of test (EOT) diagnostics. As part of the station and capability upgrades for
this award period, 16-channels of the segmented cell data acquisition system were reconfigured
for low current sensing to allow CV and single sweep voltammetry experiments with the
segmented cell system. The low current configuration of the segmented cell data acquisition
increased the sensitivity of the employed Hall sensor devices by a factor of 40, i.e., from a
nominal current density of 1.3 A/em® to 0.033 Alem?, thus allowing standard electrochemical
diagnostic experiments such as the determination of the electrochemically active surface area of
the catalyst via CV or of the hydrogen crossover limiting current via linear sweep voltammetry
(LSV). Figure 3.2-1 shows spatial CV experiments performed at all ten segments of the
segmented anode electrode simultaneously. The data allowed determining the active Pt catalyst
area of each segment area, although a non-segmented anode electrode was assembled in the cell.
Similar experiments will be conducted during future contaminant and durability studies.
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Figure 3.2-1. Spatial cyclic voltammetry data conducted simultaneously at all segments using the
low current setting of the segmented cell data acquisition setup.

3.2.2 Cell and Component Testing

The main focus in this task was to study the effect of fuel and air contaminants on cell
performance and durability. For fuel contaminant studies, the previously established gas analysis
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system was combined with the existing experimental setup to gain new understanding of the
reaction processes related to contaminant exposure. Figure 3.2-2 shows example data for 1 ppm
CO exposure at anode/cathode conditions of: 60 °C, 2/2 stoich, 7/7 psi,, 100/50% RH, Hy/Air.
The overpotential change of the cell (173 mV), shown in black, was reached at steady state
poisoning conditions. Sampling and analyzing the gas at anode and cathode inlet and outlet
streams allowed for the successfully closing of the cells molar flow balance for carbon at steady
state poisoning conditions to typically within £3%. For the data in Figure 3.2-2, the molar flow
balance for carbon closed to within £0.6% as indicated by the molar flow balance for carbon
(green) at steady state poisoning conditions between 80 to 100 hours. Successfully closing the
molar flow balance of carbon was essential for calculating the CO coverage of the cell (blue) at
any time during the experiment. The residual CO coverage was verified by an independent CV
experiment, shown in Figure 3.2-2 as a blue single data point at 160 hours. The data agreed well
with the calculated CO coverage and established additional confidence into the developed
methodology. Further analysis of the CO coverage vs. the overpotential change resulted in the
detection of a hysteresis between the poisoning process and the recovery process. Subsequent
modeling analysis showed that this effect may be caused by spatial processes in the cell.
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Figure 3.2-2. Overpotential change, CO coverage, and CO adsorption/removal rates in fuel cell
exposed to 1 ppm CO at 1 Alcmz, 60°C, 2/2 stoich, 7/7 psig, 100/50% RH, H./Air.
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In addition to single contaminant exposure, mixed contaminant experiments were conducted with
CO and toluene (C;7Hg). Figure 3.2-3 summarizes the results of three impurity experiments all
conducted at the same operating temperature of 60 °C. Two experiments were run with
individual impurity injections of i) 2 ppm CO and ii) 20 ppm C;Hs, and the third was run with
the mixture of both impurity concentrations. To allow for an easier data comparison, the time
scale of each experiment was shifted so that the impurity injections started at exactly 10 hours.
In Figure 3.2-3, the overpotentials change with time due to the impurity injections. While the
single injection of 20 ppm C7Hjg resulted in a very small overpotential change of 8 mV, CO at
similar conditions impacted the performance significantly more strongly and caused an

9
Final Technical Report, May 2009
Grant Award Number N00014-06-1-1055 HNEI




overpotential change of 247 mV. However, cell exposure to the mixture of both impurities
resulted in an even greater overpotential change of 345 mV, about 100 mV higher than the sum
of the individual overpotential changes of CO and C;Hg. The data indicate that the mixture of
impurities can cause an overpotential change that is greater than the sum of the overpotential
changes of each single impurity injection.
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Figure 3.2-3. Overpotential change to single exposure to 20 ppm Toluene and 2 ppm CO as well
as the mixture of both, at 1 Alcmz, 60 °C, 2/2 stoich, 7/7 psiy, 100/50% RH, and H,/Air.

Figure 3.2-4 shows the overpotential change for the mixed impurity experiment shown in Figure
3.2-3 [top] as well as the molar flow rates at the anode for C;Hg and methylcyclohexane (C7H,4)
[middle], and CO and CO, [bottom]. Similar to results of single C;Hg injection experiments, a
hydrogenation process at the anode was observed that started immediately upon injection of
C;Hs. However, in contrast to what was observed during the single impurity injection, the
conversion of C;Hg into C7H;4 during this experiment decreased significantly over the first 20
hours of the injection and approached a negligible value after approximately 30 hours. The
bottom graph of Figure 3.2-4 shows the molar flow rates of CO and CO; at the inlet and outlet of
the anode over the same period of the experiment. The data confirmed the injection of CO
between 10 and 60 hours. With a delay of approximately 7.5 hours with respect to the start of
impurity exposure, CO was detected at the outlet of the fuel cell anode. CO values at the anode
outlet increased over a 10-hour period to a steady state value, which suggests that adsorption of
CO occurred at the fuel cell anode, and that with a progressing saturation of the Pt catalyst layer
with CO, the molar flow rates of CO in the anode exhaust increased. However, immediately
upon introduction of CO, the molar flow rate of CO; at the anode outlet increased over a 20-hour
period. The data indicated the conversion of CO to CO,, most likely via an electro-oxidation
reaction on the platinum catalyst layer.
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Figure 3.2-4. Top: Overpotential change to mixed contaminant exposure with 20 ppm Toluene and
2 ppm CO at 1 Alcmz, 60 °C, 2/2 stoich, 7/7 psig, 100/50% RH, and H,/Air.
Middle and Bottom: Gas analysis data at anode inlet and outlets for toluene and
methylcyclohexane (MCH), and CO and CO,, respectively.

The data suggest that at the start of the impurity injection, all injected C;Hg entering the cell was
at first converted into C7H4, as observed during the single contaminant exposure. CO, however,
was then continuously adsorbed strongly on the Pt catalyst surface and slowly decreased the
available reactions sites for the hydrogen oxidation reaction and the hydrogenation of C;Hg over
time. With increasing CO coverage, the hydrogen reduction reaction and the hydrogenation of
C;Hg competed for the remaining catalyst reaction sites, resulting in greater overpotential than
observed for CO alone. The decreasing extent of reaction for the hydrogenation of C;Hg was
attributed to a faster reaction rate of the hydrogen oxidation reaction (HOR). However, the
competition of the HOR with the C;Hg hydrogenation caused a significantly higher overpotential
of 100 mV in the fuel cell.
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Air contaminant studies focused on SO,, a critical possible air contaminant for fuel cell
applications in a battlefield and naval environment. Experiments have been conducted to study
the effects of exposing the cathode to a trace level of SO, during constant current operation at
0.6 Alcm®. SO, exposure with a total dosage of 0.16:10°% mol SO, at 1, 2, and 10 ppm
concentrations resulted in significant performance degradation. An example experiment
conducted with 2 ppm SO; at 0.6 A/cm?, 80 °C, 2/2 stoich, 7/7 psig, and 100/50% RH is shown
in Figure 3.2-5. At all concentrations, steady-state poisoning conditions were reached, and the
saturation time and degree of the performance impact increased with contaminant concentration.
The cell voltage at steady state during SO, exposure varied up to 53 mV between exposure to 1
and 10 ppm SO,. The poisoning process was identified as a 2-step process, which was indicated
by an inflection of the voltage degradation at a cell voltage of 0.65 V. For operation at cell
voltages lower than 0.65 V prior to poisoning, no inflection was observed, suggesting that the
inflection may be originating from the onset of an SO, reduction process at 0.65 V reported in
the literature. Cell recovery by Hj/air operation with pure gases was independent on
contaminant concentration and incomplete during all experiments. The resulting cell voltage
after recovery was approximately 140 mV lower than the initial cell voltages, which was
attributed to sulfur species remaining on the catalyst surface and reducing the electrochemical
area (ECA) available at the cathode. Almost complete recovery of the cathode ECA was
achieved by CV scanning. ‘An example of a CV scanning experiment is shown in the right graph
of Figure 3.2-5. The remaining 16.9% ECA loss may be due to regular electrode degradation of
the MEA. However, changes in the CV features of the catalyst developed due to SO, exposure
and indicated similarities to Pt/Pt systems in sulfuric acid solution. For further insights and a
deeper understanding of the reaction processes, additional studies will be performed.
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Figure 3.2-5. Left: Cell performance impact during contaminant exposure with and recovery from
2 ppm SO, at 0.6 Alcm?, 80 °C, 2/2 stoich, 7/7 psig, 100/50% RH, and H./Air. Cell voltage
derivative suggests two reaction mechanisms during SO, exposure.

Right: Gas analysis data at anode and cathode inlet and outlets for CO, CO,, toluene,
and methylcyclohexane.

The overall current density measured in a PEM fuel cell (PEMFC) represents the average of the
local reaction rates. Depending on cell design and operating conditions, the spatial variability
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may be significant. Four primary loss mechanisms determine the spatial and overall
performance of a PEMFC: activation, concentration, ohmic, and mass transfer losses. Activation
losses are associated with sluggish reaction kinetics and low catalyst activity. Ohmic losses
occur due to limitations of protonic and/or electronic charge transport. Concentration losses are
caused by the dilution of the reactant oxygen in air to a concentration of 21%y,, and mass
transfer losses are associated with the reactant transport resistance to the catalytically-active sites
due to bulk diffusion. All four loss mechanisms are functions of the current density and can be
spatially dependent.

During this award period, HNEI’s segmented cell system was used to characterize the
distribution of these various losses in a PEMFC using a six-channel serpentine flow-field.
Voltage losses were attributed to each of the mechanisms at each current density by subtracting
iR-corrected and uncorrected VI curves using three cathode gas compositions: Air, He+O,, and
0,. Activation losses were obtained by subtracting the iR-corrected H,/O, polarization curve
from the theoretical open-circuit voltage of 1.23 V. The ohmic overpotential was obtained by
subtracting the H,/O, values from the respective iR-corrected values. Subtraction of the
H,/He+O; data from the H,/O, data yielded the concentration losses, whereas the mass transfer
overpotential was obtained by deducting the Hy/Air values from the H,/He+O; values.

The resulting spatial overpotential data was analyzed by introducing a homogeneity indicator for
each overpotential. This indicator was defined as the slope of the linear fit for the overpotential
distribution and was calculated for each current density. An indicator value of zero consequently
represents perfectly homogeneous distribution along the flow-field, while positive and negative
values represent increasing and decreasing overpotentials along the flow-field, respectively.
Figure 3.2-6 shows example data for the homogeneity indicator vs. current density at various
humidification configurations. On the left side of Figure 3.2-6, results are shown for the high
frequency response (HFR) resistance distribution, and on the right for the concentration
overpotential distribution, respectively. The data for the HFR resistance distribution indicate that
at all humidification configurations, the homogeneity improved with increasing current densities.
Data values were either negative or zero, indicating that the cell resistance either decreased or
was constant along the flow-field. For each humidification, a maximum homogeneity was
reached at a specific current density, which decreased with increasing cell humidification. The
data quantify the contribution of external and internal humidification on the homogeneity of the
HFR along the flow-field.

The right side of Figure 3.2-6 shows similar data for the concentration overpotential. The
distribution of the concentration overpotential became less homogeneous with current density
when operating at drier humidification conditions. Below 0.6 A/cm?, however, the
humidification of the cell had no impact on the homogeneity of the concentration overpotential.
The methodology for separating the fuel cell overpotentials employed, together with HNEI’s
segmented cell system, allowed studying the dependence of the distribution of overpotentials in a
fuel cell with respect to changing operating conditions. This information will be useful for
understanding mechanical or electrochemical failure mechanisms of long-term statically or
dynamically operated fuel cell systems.
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Figure 3.2-6. Left: Cell resistance homogeneity indicator vs. current density for segmented cell
operated at various humidification levels at 60 °C, 2/2 stoich, 7/7 psi,, 100/50% RH, and
H./O,. Right: Concentration overpotential homogeneity indicator vs. current density
for segmented cell operated at various humidification levels at 60 °C, 2/2 stoich, 7/7
psig, 100/50% RH, and H,/Air.

3.2.3 MEA Fabrication Laboratory

The MEA Fabrication Laboratory is located within the HFCTF. During this grant period, the
laboratory was not operated, but it was augmented by the acquisition of a Graphetek plotter for
cutting gaskets to be used in the assembly of MEAs. The plotter was received towards the end of
the grant period and has not yet been setup. It will be completed and used in future work at the
laboratory.

3.2.4 Papers and Presentations Resulting from 2008 Efforts

PAPERS

G. Bender, M. Angelo, K. Bethune, S. Dorn, and R. Rocheleau, “Method Using Gas
Chromatography to Determine the Molar Flow Balance for Proton Exchange Membrane Fuel
Cells Exposed to Impurities,” submitted to Journal of Power Sources, February 2009.

S. Dom, G. Bender, K. Bethune, M. Angelo, R. Rocheleau, “The Impact of Trace Carbon
Monoxide / Toluene Mixtures on PEMFC Performance,” ECS Transactions, 16 (2), 659 (2008).

M. Angelo, S. Dorn, G. Bender, R. Rocheleau, “The Impacts of Repetitive CO Poisoning on
MEA Performance and Durability,” ECS Transactions, 16 (2), 669 (2008).

Y. Zhai, G. Bender, S. Dorn, M. Angelo, K. Bethune, and R. Rocheleau, “Sulfur Dioxide
Contamination in PEMFCs: Degradation and Recovery of Performance,” ECS Transactions 16
(2), 873 (2008).

G. Bender, M. Angelo, K. Bethune, S. Dorn, and R. Rocheleau, “Quantitative Analysis of the
Performance Impact for Low Level Contaminant Studies on Proton Exchange Membrane Fuel
Cells,” in preparation for submission to Journal of Power Sources.
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G. Bender, M. Angelo, K. Bethune, S. Dorn, and R. Rocheleau, “The Carbon Monoxide Balance
Of A Direct Hydrogen Proton Exchange Membrane Fuel Cell During Exposure To Low Level
Carbon Monoxide,” in preparation for submission to Journal of the Electrochemical Society.

PRESENTATIONS

G. Bender, S. Dorn, K. Bethune, M. Angelo, R. Rocheleau, “The Impact of Trace Carbon
Monoxide/Toluene Mixtures on Proton Exchange Membrane Fuel Cell Performance,” 2nd
DOE/ANL Modeling Workshop, National Renewable Energy Laboratory, November 20-21,
2008, Golden, Colorado.

S. Busquet, K. L. Davis, R. M. Moore, G. Bender, R. Rocheleau, “HNEI Simulation Tool for
Proton Exchange Membrane Fuel Cells,” 2nd DOE/ANL Modeling Workshop, National
Renewable Energy Laboratory, November 20-21, 2008, Golden, Colorado.

T. Reshetenko, G. Bender, and R. Rocheleau, “The Voltage Loss Distribution of a PEMFC at
Various Operating Conditions,” 214th meeting of the Electrochemical Society, Oct. 12-17, 2008,
Honolulu, Hawaii.

S. Domn, G. Bender, K. Bethune, M. Angelo, R. Rocheleau, “The Impact of Trace Carbon
Monoxide / Toluene Mixtures on PEMFC Performance,” 214th meeting of the Electrochemical
Society, Oct. 12-17, 2008, Honolulu, Hawaii.

M. Angelo, S. Do, G. Bender, R. Rocheleau, “The Impacts of Repetitive CO Poisoning on
MEA Performance and Durability,” 214th meeting of the Electrochemical Society, Oct. 12-17,
2008, Honolulu, Hawaii.

G. Bender, M. Angelo, K. Bethune, S. Dorn, and R. Rocheleau, “Impurity Studies at HNEI,
University of Hawai‘i,” ISO/TC197/WG12 Meeting, San Francisco, April 3 2008.

POSTER PRESENTATION

“Sulfur Dioxide Contamination in PEMFCs: Degradation and Recovery of Performance,” Y.
Zhai, G. Bender, S. Dom, M. Angelo, K. Bethune, and R. Rocheleau, 214th meeting of the
Electrochemical Society, Oct. 12-17, 2008, Honolulu, Hawai‘i.
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3.3 Fuel Cell Hardware-in-Loop and System Simulation Development

The objectives of this subtask were divided between two major activities: a) enhancement of
existing Hardware-in-Loop (HiL) testing capabilities, and b) development of fuel cell system
simulation tools. The HiL capability and simulation tools are intended to contribute towards
providing a Rapid Prototyping System (RPS) for naval application of fuel cell systems. Both of
these topics will be discussed in the following paragraphs.

3.3.1 Scope of Work and Approach

HiL. Development

The HNEI fuel cell HiL dynamic test station has been developed and is in operation evaluating
PEM fuel cells (PEMFCs) under dynamic application conditions. HiLL methodology is well
established in the automotive industry, where the technique is applied to develop and debug
control algorithms for automotive drive systems. Figure 3.3-1 shows the layout of HNEI’s HiL
concept.

Dynamic Test System

Set-point values in
............. ’

Appiication §
Simulator ==
Front End

xPC o i |
Matlab | L (Em‘rv)

Simulink
Real Time §
Workshop) §

TARGET PC IR 3| : Test
i System

Actual values out

 Actual Cell Voltage

TR T T

Figure 3.3-1. HNEI fuel cell Hardware-in-Loop concept.

HNETI’s fuel cell HiL process is capable of developing optimal control strategies and algorithms
for a fuel cell system and its associate components using a real-time simulation for a desired fuel
cell application under a dynamic load profile. The de-coupling of parameters, combined with
high-end instrumentation, allows distinguishing of the impact and allocation of weak spots,
performance degradation, and ageing effects of the cell or stack. The process allows the
evaluation of both the performance and durability of a specific fuel cell or stack design
(geometry, materials, flow fields, etc.) under dynamic test conditions that mimic the actual
conditions that a cell or stack will experience when placed in a realistic environment.

At the beginning of this reporting period, HNEI worked closely with ONR and NRL to identify
fuel cell systems that are of near-term U.S. Navy interest which would require testing of the
stacks in the HiLL mode. The plan during this reporting period was to further upgrade (both
hardware and software) our dynamic HiL fuel cell test stand to permit the testing of small fuel
cell stacks (e.g., up to the 1 kW level). In order to make this upgrade to stack testing, it was
decided to purchase and install a bigger load unit (100 V/150 A/5 kW) and larger-range mass
flow controllers (MFCs) for hydrogen (0-20 slpm) and air (0-50 slpm). The idea was to
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configure the HiL test stand to have the flexibility of testing a stack or a signal fuel cell by
switching between the bigger- and smaller-range load (10 volts/150 amps/1 kW) units. This
upgrade to stack-level testing involved a complete restructure of the internal space of the test
stand to accommodate the new hardware (load unit and MFCs), development and installation of
electronic boards and controller, and redesign of the FPGA (low level programming for safely
and alarm system), Real Time and PC software. These hardware and software upgrades were
accomplished internally at HNEI. The details of this configuration are discussed in Technical
Accomplishments, presented under section 3.3.2 below.

The upgraded HiL stack test system was successfully completed, has a dynamic response time of
between 50-100 milliseconds, and is capable of evaluating the fuel cell stack performance and
durability within U.S. Navy fuel cell systems. The upgraded dynamic HiL testing will focus on
candidate fuel cell stack technology for autonomous applications of interest to the Navy (NRL and
NUWC). Furthermore, the upgraded HiL test system now has the diagnostic capability of testing
both single cells and stacks in dynamic and real-time HilL modes.

Simulation Tool Development

Since there is an interest in applying fuel cell stacks to an unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV), our
group created a simulation tool called Hybrid Power System (HPSys). Fig 3.3-2 shows the
schematic representation of a fuel cell and battery hybrid power system.

| comprasged Pr:;gsh re Pr::swr
| Hydrogen Tank - !
. - Regulator

Regulator

DC/DC
Converter

Pum

Radiator
& Fan

Air
Blower

Figure 3.3-2. Schematic representation of a fuel cell and battery hybrid power system.

¢ Purification : Humidifier

The HPSys simulation will be used for real-time HiLL dynamic testing to evaluate and validate
high performance HPSys designs, stacks, balance of plant (BOP) components, and control
strategies for naval applications.
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3.3.2 Technical Accomplishments

HiL Development

The HiL project involves the development of a real-time simulation system using a commercially
available real-time program and platform (Matlab/Simulink environment and xPC Target
Platform). This project consists of running a fuel cell system simulation with a real fuel cell, or
stack, using our dynamic-response test stand. During this reporting period, the following main
objectives were achieved:

Upgrade of the dynamic HiL fuel cell test stand to permit the testing of small fuel cell stacks.
The upgraded HiL fuel cell test stand has the capability of testing both a fuel cell and stack, and
achieving dynamic response in the 50-100 millisecond (ms) range. This capability enabled us to
test the fuel cell and stacks under realistic dynamic conditions equivalent to what a cell or stack
would experience when operated under dynamic transient conditions. A 96-cell monitoring
system was also developed and installed. The cell monitoring system supports fast, dynamic HiL
real-time testing and features a system of 16-channel modules having up to 240 channels with all
channels truly differential and simultaneously sampled. The cell monitoring system will be used
to observe the behavior of the individual cell during HiLL dynamic simulation test and protect the
stack from damage.

The dynamic HiL fuel cell test stand has following specifications:
Stack testing up to 5 kW, ( EL100 — 100 V/150 A range);

Cell testing up to 1 kW, ( EL10 - 10 V/220 A range);

H, MFC with a flowrate range of 0-20 slpm;

Air and O, MFC with a flowrate range of 0-50 slpm;
Low-range O, MFC with a flowrate range of 0.01-0.5 slpm;

True-Data EIS, impedance spectrum analyzer, for a fuel cell; and

IO AT OEED e

Real-time HiL and dynamic testing capability with a response time of 50-100 msec.

The capability of the upgraded HiL fuel cell test stand was demonstrated to visitors during the
October 2008 Ion Tiger UAV review meeting held in Honolulu, Hawaii. ONR and NRL
personal were in attendance. The demonstration included the real-time running of an HPSys
(Battery and PEMFC) simulator with a Protonex stack and mission power profile provided by
NRL.

Simulation Tool Development

A fuel cell and battery hybrid power system (HPSys) simulation tool was developed in
Matlab/Simulink environment (Figure 3.3-3) during this reporting period. The simulation tool is
capable of evaluating fuel cell systems for propulsion of a UAV. The simulation tool is modular
in its structure, which allows different components to be added and different fuel cell system
configurations to be constructed. The tool has also the flexibility to size up components, apply
different operational and control strategies, and test under different load profiles. The simulation
tool also has the capability of converting into real time and being used in HiL testing of the
simulated fuel cell system with one or many actual hardware components of the system (e.g., a
stack by itself or the combination of stack, air blower, and external humidifier).
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Figure 3.3-3. HPSys simulation in the Matlab/Simulink environment.

3.3.3 Papers and Presentations Resulting from Efforts
PAPERS

M.B.V. Virji, P.L. Adcock, R.M. Moore, J.B. Lakeman, “Modelling and Simulation of an
Indirect Diesel Proton Exchange Membrane Fuel Cell (PEMFC) System for a Marine
Application,” Fuel Cell Science and Technology, Vol. 4, Page 481, November 2007.

R.M. Moore, G. Randolf, M. Virji, and K.-H. Hauer, “Fuel Cell Hardware-in-Loop for PEM Fuel
Cell Systems”, Electrochemical Society Transactions — 30™ Fuel Cell Seminar, Vol. 5, Issue %
pp. 309-319, March 2007.

R.M. Moore, K.H. Hauer, G. Randolf, and M. Virji, “Fuel cell evaluation for dynamic
applications”, Electrochemical Society Transactions, v. 3, Issue 1, pp. 923-930, October-
November 2006.

R.M. Moore, S. Ramaswamy, J.M. Cunningham, and K.H. Hauer, “A Dynamic Simulation Tool
for the Battery-Hybrid Hydrogen Fuel Cell Vehicle,” Fuel Cells—From Fundamentals to
Systems, n. 5, pp. 387-402, October 2006.

R.M. Moore, K.H. Hauer, and S. Ramaswamy, “Energy Utilization and Efficiency Analysis for
Hydrogen Fuel Cell Vehicles,” Journal of Power Sources, Vol. 159, Issue 2, 22 September 2006,
pp- 1214-1230.
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PRESENTATIONS
M. Viri, “Fuel Cell Hardware-in-Loop Development and Real Time Fuel Cell Vehicle
Simulation,” Fuel Cell Seminar, San Antonio, TX, October 15-19, 2007.

R.M. Moore, G. Randolf, M. Virji, K.H. Hauer, “Fuel Cell Based Hardware-in-Loop for PEMFC
Systems”, 2006 Fuel Cell Seminar, Honolulu, Hawaii, 13-17 November 2006.

R.M. Moore, K.H. Hauer, G. Randolf, M. Viri, “Fuel Cell Evaluation for Dynamic
Application,” Presentation for the Oral Presentation in Section B (Fuel Cell Systems, Cell Stack
and Component Hardware) of the "Proton Exchange Membrane Fuel Cells 6" Seminar at ECS
210, 29 October — 3 November 2006, Cancun, Mexico.
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3.4 Fuel Processing and Gas Conditioning for Hydrogen Production
Subtask 3.4.1: Sulfur Removal from Fuel Gas at Ambient Temperature

3.4.1.1 Absorptive Removal of Tetrahydrothiophene (THT) from Synthetic Natural
Gas on Modified Activated Carbons

3.4.1.1.1 Scope of Work and Approach

Recently, fuel cells have attracted much interest as an environmentally friendly conversion
technology in which hydrogen and oxygen are converted into water while producing electricity.
One strategy for fuel cell applications is to convert pipelined natural gas to hydrogen using a
series of fuel processing steps including fuel reforming, water gas shift reaction, and selective
CO oxidation. In this process, sulfur compounds present in the fuel gas can cause severe
deactivation of reforming catalysts and fuel cell anodes, even at very low concentration. For
example, a gas feed containing 5 ppm of tetrahydrothiophene (THT) would produce reformate
containing approximately 1 and 2 ppm of H,S and this concentration is high enough to adversely
affect the performance of proton exchange membrane (PEM) fuel cells [1].  Thus,
desulfurization is an essential unit operation in fuel processing for fuel cells applications.

The odorants and the other sulfur compounds present in pipeline gas can be removed by
adsorption on activated carbons [2, 3]. Adsorption is regarded as a more effective method for
deep desulfurization and can be performed at ambient temperature. In general, the adsorption of
sulfur compounds on activated carbons can be classified as either physical adsorption or
chemisorption, based on the interaction of the sulfur bearing molecule with the carbon surface.

Physical adsorption is characterized by van der Waals or dispersion forces which are weak
intermolecular interactions arising from dipole-dipole or induced dipole attractions. Physical
adsorption approaches equilibrium very rapidly and is generally reversible if the vapor pressure
of the adsorbate is reduced. Hysteresis may result due to the pore structure of the sorbent. The
heat evolved during adsorption is similar to a condensation process, being in the range 4 to 40 kJ
mol™, and as a result, is assumed to happen very quickly. Due to the long range nature of the
attractive forces, physical adsorption may form several layers of adsorbed gas molecules on the
solid surface. As the number of layers increases, the adsorption process approaches one of
condensation. In activated carbons, adsorptive capacity is affected by pore size and distribution
and the number of active sites on the surface [4, 5].

In contrast to physical adsorption, chemisorptive interaction between the solid surface and the
adsorbed molecule is much stronger. Chemisorption is mainly responsible for gas-solid
reactions and catalysis, and displays chemical specificity, i.e., is particular to the solid and gas
species in terms of chemical forces and orientation. These requirements suggest that
chemisorption can only occur as a monolayer. The forces involved between participants are of
the same order as those in chemical reactions, with the heat of chemisorption being 40 to 600 kJ
mol’. As a result, chemisorption may be slow and display rate behavior characteristic of
processes possessing an activation energy. Gases which have been chemisorbed may be difficult
to remove and may leave the surface altered, as in the case of oxygen adsorbed onto solid carbon
which is desorbed as CO or CO,. With activated carbons, the surface chemical properties,
particularly the presence of different functional groups and metal ions, affect the adsorptive
capacity [4, 5].
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To increase the adsorptive capacity of activated carbons, surface modification by oxidation [6] or
metal impregnation [7, 8] has been investigated. These methods can improve the sulfur capacity
of the parent material by creating additional acid groups and adsorption sites on the surface of
activated carbons [6, 9, 10]. It was found that HNO3/H,SOj solutions can form acidic groups on
the carbon surface, which interact with thiol groups by hydrogen bonding to enhance their
sorption capacity [11]. Impregnation of CuCl, on activated carbon was reported by Kim and Yie
[12]. They found that impregnated CuCl, led to a notable decrease in microporosity of the
activated carbon, but enhanced the adsorption capacity of methyl mercaptan (MM), indicating
that CuCl, may act as adsorption sites for MM. Besides activated carbons, zeolite-based
sorbents modified with transition metals have also shown improved adsorption capacity for
sulfur compounds. These transition metals, i.e., copper, zinc and silver, were regarded as active
materials to adsorb sulfur compounds under ambient conditions [13-15]. This earlier work
addresses the adsorption of sulfur compounds at ambient temperatures by surface modification of
activated carbons using acid oxidation or metal impregnation. Information on the effect of
impregnated metals on the surface features is still lacking. These techniques may influence the
mechanism of adsorption of sulfur compounds on the activated carbons, and potentially, the
sulfur adsorption capacity.

Tetrahydrothiophene (THT) is a heterocyclic organic compound consisting of a five-membered
ring containing four carbon atoms and one sulfur atom. It is a volatile, clear, colorless liquid
with a strong unpleasant odor. THT can be used as an odorant in pipeline gas, such as natural
gas, city gas or town gas. In Honolulu, synthetic natural gas (SNG) is produced from naphtha
and THT is used as an odorant for leak detection. SNG is distributed via pipeline by The Gas
Company. Studies on adsorptive removal of gas-phase sulfur compounds have been conducted
[16] to utilize the pipeline gas as a reforming feedstock for hydrogen production use in fuel cells.

An objective of this paper is to describe the adsorption of tetrahydrothiophene (THT) present in
SNG on activated carbons that have undergone surface modification by oxidation or
impregnation to improve adsorption capacity. The purpose is to identify the adsorption
mechanism of sulfur compound THT on the modified surface of activated carbons.

3.4.1.1.2 Experimental

Synthetic natural gas (SNG) composition. Synthetic natural gas (SNG) is produced from
petroleum and distributed via pipeline in Honolulu by The Gas Company. SNG is composed of
methane (CHy), hydrogen (H3), nitrogen (N,), carbon monoxide (CO), carbon dioxide (CO,),
water vapor (H,O), trace amounts of higher hydrocarbons, and sulfur compounds. The
detectable sulfur compounds, which are either naturally present or added intentionally as
odorants, are hydrogen sulfide (H,S), methyl mercaptan (MM), ethyl mercaptan (EM), dimethyl
sulfide (DMS), dimethyl disulfide (DMDS), tetrahydrothiophene (THT), ethyl disulfide (EDS),
and an additional, as yet unidentified, compound. Among these sulfur compounds, THT is added
as an odorant and was present in the highest concentration, contributing roughly 75% in the total
sulfur content. The gas composition and sulfur speciation analyses are presented in Tables
3.4.1.1-1 and 3.4.1.1-2, respectively.
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Table 3.4.1.1-1. Pipeline gas composition.

Component Quantity
Methane 79-84%
Hydrogen 9-10%
Carbon dioxide 3-5%
Carbon monoxide 0.25-0.4%
Water~ 0.24-0.32 g/m’
Ethane 0-0.01%
Propylene’ 0%
Propane’ 0.03-0.5%
n-Butane’ 1.5-4%
i-Butane” 1.5-3%
n-Pentane’ 0.25-0.75%
i-Pentane” 0.5-1%
neo-Pentane’ 0-0.05%
C6+ 0-0.1%
Tetrahydrothiophene™  0.004%
c2+" 3.78-9.41%

*From The Gas Company Analysis Report of January 2000
**From The Gas Company Data Sheet of November 1998

Table 3.4.1.1-2. Sulfur speciation analysis in the pipeline gas.

Component Quantity, ppm
H,S 0.06-0.15
Methyl mercaptan 0.05-0.13

Ethyl mercaptan 0.1-0.4
Dimethyl sulfide 0.06-0.22
Dimethyl disulfide 0.07-0.23
Tetrahydrothiophene 4.2-7.8

Ethyl disulfide 0.13-0.18
Unknown species 0.3-1.0

Sorbent evaluation and sulfur compounds analysis. A sorbent column was constructed from a
stainless steel pipe 45.7 cm in length and 2.43 c¢m in inner diameter. All of the components
including the sorbent column and gas delivery lines were treated with a Sulfinert® coating or
were made from Teflon® to prevent sulfur compounds from being adsorbed on the working
surfaces of the system. A Teflon” insert with an inner diameter of 1.2 cm was packed with
carbon and placed in the column.

A 4.0 gram mass of sorbent was tested in all cases. The sorbent bed was about 8 cm long with

the major axis oriented vertically. To distribute the flow evenly, 3 mm layers of 3 mm diameter
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glass beads were packed into the column below and above the sorbent. SNG was supplied to the
carbon column from a laboratory gas service valve at a flow rate of 4.0 - 4.5 1/min using a pump.
After the SNG passed though the carbon column it was analyzed with a gas chromatograph
(GO).

The concentrations of sulfur species were measured with a Shimadzu 2041 GC equipped with a
capillary column (Rtx-1, 60m-0.53-7um, Restek Corporation) and sulfur chemiluminescent
detector (SCD) (Sievers Model 355). Helium (He) served as carrier gas and a six-port sampling
valve was used to make automatic injections. A permeation tube device (Model 355, Kin-Tek
Laboratories) loaded with a THT permeation tube was used to calibrate.

In each analysis the column temperature was held for 1 min at 50°C, ramped to 125 °C at 20
°C/min, ramped again to 180 °C at 10 °C/min, held at 180 °C for 1 min and finally cooled to 50
°C at 100 °C/min. Thus, effluent gas was sampled and analyzed with a cycle time of 13 min. In
addition, sulfur compounds present in SNG were analyzed from a by-pass path before and after
the sorption test, to verify stable operation of the system. Tests typically lasted 10 hours.

The sulfur adsorption capacity of carbon sorbents was determined by breakthrough testing. The
breakthrough point is defined as the first detection of THT at a concentration >0.2 ppm. The
sulfur capacity was calculated by using the following equation:

Q(!/ min) x t(min) x S (ppm) x 32000 (mg / mol)
22.4(1/molyxm,,(g)*x10°

Sp(mglg)=
(1)

where, s (mg/g): the sulfur capacity in milligram elemental sulfur per gram sorbent; Q(//min):
SNG flow rate; r(min) : breakthrough time; §__(ppm): total sulfur concentration in SNG for all
sulfur compounds; m,_,(g): mass of sorbent tested; and 32000 (mg / mol), 22.4(1/mol), and 10°

are sulfur molar weight, molar volume of ideal gas, and unit conversion from ppm to molar
concentration, respectively.

Modification of activated carbons. A coconut shell activated carbon (OLC Plus 12x30, Calgon
Carbon Corporation) was used as the parent material for all samples modified by oxidation and
impregnation.

In the oxidation, carbon was prepared by mixing 40 g of the virgin activated carbon (AC) with
70 ml of 68-70% HNOj3 or 100 ml of 50% H,0, at room temperature until there was no further
gas evolution. The sample was washed with distilled water until no further change in pH was
detected (around pH = 5), and then dried overnight in an oven at 115 °C.

Virgin carbon was impregnated by immersing 40 gram in a 0.1N solution of the selected metal at
70-80 °C for 6 hours. The modified carbon was then dried at 115 °C overnight. The selected
metal impurities were from the Zn group (Zn(NOs); and ZnAc;), Cu group (Cu(NOs), and
CuSO0y), Fe group (FeCl;), K group (AC-KMnO4 KCl, KOH and K,CO3), and Na group (NaOH
and NayCOs). The loaded amount was around 0.40 mmol metal per gram virgin activated carbon
except as noted. A composite sorbent was prepared based on carbon oxidized by HNO; (AC-
HNOs) with FeCl; loading at varied contents, which was denoted as AC/HNOs-FeCl;. The
names and preparation conditions for these carbon sorbents are in Table 3.4.1.1-3.
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Table 3.4.1.1-3

. Carbons name and preparation conditions.

Carbons name

Solution / Concentration / Volume, ml

lons loaded,

mmol /g, AC
Treated with oxidizer
AC-HNO; HNO; / 50%/ 100 -
AC-H,0, H,0,/70% /70 -
AC-KMnO, KMnO,/0.155M /40 -
Impregnated with Cu
AC-CuSO, CuSO,/0.10I1N/ 150 038
AC-Cu(NO;),-38 Cu(NO;), /0.142N / 106 0.38
AC-Cu(NO;),-53 Cu(NO;); / 0.142N / 150 0.53
Impregnated with Zn
AC-ZnAc, " ZnAc, / 0.099N / 150 037
AC-Zn(NO;), Zn(NO3), /0.106N / 150 0.40
Impregnated with Fe
AC-FeCl, FeCl;/0.099N /150 0.37
Impregnated with Na
AC-NaOH NaOH /1.006N /15 0.38
AC-Na,CO; Na;CO;/0.753N/ 19.9 0.37
Impregnated with K
AC-KOH KOH /0.099N / 150 0.37
AC-K,CO; K,CO;/0.10IN /150 0.38
AC-KCI KC1/0.099N /150 0.37
Treated with oxidizer/ Impregnated with Fe
AC/HNOs-FeCl3-37 HNO; / 50% / 100, FeCl;/ 0.099N /150 0.37
AC/HNO;-FeCl;-70* HNO; / 50% / 100, FeCl;/ 0.099N /140 0.70
AC/HNOs-FeCl;-105* HNO; / 50% / 100, FeCl;/ 0.099N /210 1.05

#: ZnAc, is denoted as zinc acetate

*: The modification was based on 20 gram of virgin activated carbon.

Characteristics of carbon sorbents. Nitrogen (liquid N,) adsorption/desorption isotherms for the
samples were measured at 77 K (Autosorb®-l, Quantachrome Instruments, Boynton Beach, FL).
Before the experiments the samples were first heated and degassed at 110 °C for 2 hours under a
vacuum of 107 torr (1.33x107 Pa). Specific surface area (Sger) Was calculated by using the
multipoint BET method in the relative pressure (P/Pg) range of 0.01-0.1; the total pore volume
(Vo) and the average pore diameter (D,y) were calculated from the amount of gas adsorbed at
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related pressure of 0.995-0.999. In addition, density functional theory (DFT) was used to
analyze the pore structure parameters, such as micropore volume (Vmicro, pore width less than 2
nm), total pore volume (Vga, pore width less than 36 nm), and mode pore width (Dy). The DFT
calculation method is provided from the instrument data process software, and assumes that the
activated carbon contains slit-shaped pores.

The surface morphology and elemental mapping of the carbons was conducted using a scanning
electron micrograph (Zeiss DSM926, Germany) equipped with energy dispersive x-ray
spectroscopy detector (Oxford 6533) at an accelerating voltage of 20 kV.

Carbon suspension provides useful information about the overall surface functional properties.
The value indicates the average acidity/basicity of carbon sample. In this study, a 0.4 g sample
of carbon was placed in 20 ml distilled water and equilibrated overnight and the pH of the
suspension was measured by pH detector (Orion, Model 290A) [10].

3.4.1.1.3 Technical Accomplishments

Evaluation of carbon sorbents by adsorption capacity of THT. The performance of each
carbon sorbent was evaluated by breakthrough testing using SNG from the utility gas service
available in the laboratory. Figure 3.4.1.1-1 presents the breakthrough curves for each carbon
sorbent included in the study. Note that the volume of SNG has been normalized by the mass of
activated carbon sorbent in the test sample to provide a common basis for comparison. For
simplification, Figure 3.4.1.1-1(a) presents the breakthrough curves for carbons modified by
oxidizers and Figure 3.4.1.1-1(b) presents similar data for carbons modified by impregnation.

Apparently, the modification method strongly influenced the adsorption capacity of THT on the
carbons. Long-term monitoring of THT indicates that the laboratory SNG supply is not constant,
varying between 4.2-7.8 ppm as listed in Table 3.4.1.1-3. Thus it is not possible to use Figure
3.4.1.1-1 as a quantitative evaluation for carbon sorbent performance. To eliminate the effects of
varied experimental conditions, such as SNG flow rate, THT concentration during the test
period, and sample size, Equation 1 was used to calculate the THT capacity of virgin and
modified activated carbons and results are presented in Figure 3.4.1.1-2 on the basis of elemental
S (mg) adsorbed per gram of sorbent.

Virgin carbon (AC) had an uptake capacity of 0.91 mg S/g of sample, AC-FeCl;, AC-HNO; and
their composite AC/HNO;-FeCl; had the highest THT capacity with 2.4 mg/g, 3.43 mg/g and
4.24 mg/g, respectively. Three carbons, AC-ZnAc;, AC-K;CO; and AC-KCIl, had a THT
capacity less than that of AC. All other carbons had increased capacities; however, some only
marginally so. In general, activated carbons treated with oxidizers had increased THT capacity
and were ranked according to increasing performance in the following order: H,O, and HNO;.
Metal impregnated carbons did not display a clear performance enhancement trend. By
comparing with the THT capacity of modified samples with virgin carbon AC, the modified
carbons can be classified into the following three categories: Group 1, 0.6-1.5 mg S per gram
sample; Group 2, 1.5-2.5 mg S per gram sample; and Group 3, more than 2.5 mg S per gram
sample.

Group 1: Negative or minor effect carbons, AC-ZnAc;, AC-K,CO;, AC-KC],
AC-KOH and AC-NaOH;

Group 2: Effective carbons, AC-KMnO,;, AC-CuSO,;, AC-Na,COs; AC-
Cu(NO3)2, AC-HzOz, and AC-ZI](NO3)2; and
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Group 3: Major effective carbons, AC-FeCl; AC-HNO; and AC/HNO;-FeCl;.
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Figure 3.4.1.1-1. Breakthrough curves of THT for modified activated carbons; (a) oxidized
activated carbons; (b) impregnated activated carbons with equal metal loadings.
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Figure 3.4.1.1-2. THT adsorptive capacities of virgin and modified activated carbons (note that
metal loadings are equal for all samples).

Effect of modification on the physical characteristics of carbons surface. The effects of the
modification on the physical surface characteristics the Group 2 carbon sorbents were
investigated. Information on the pore structure of activated carbon includes characterizations of
the surface area, pore volume, pore size and distribution. Figures 3.4.1.1-3 and 3.4.1.1-4 show
the isotherms and pore size distribution obtained for the virgin and selected modified activated
carbons.

Figure 3.4.1.1-3(a) presents the effect of loaded metal types on the isotherms. The selected
modified carbon sorbents are AC-Zn(NO;),, AC-ZnAc,;, AC-Cu(NOs);, AC-HNO3; and AC-
FeCls, which are in Group 2 and 3 except for AC-ZnAc,. Figures 3.4.1.1-3(b) and (c) illustrate
the effect that varied amounts of metal loaded on the activated carbon has on the isotherms for
the sorbents AC-Cu(NOs3); and AC/HNOs-FeCls, respectively. All of the adsorption isotherms
are shown be similar and close to type I of the IUPAC classification, which is typical of micro-
porous activated carbons. Moreover, the N, isotherms of these carbons also show the H4 type
hysteresis loop indicating the presence of slit-shaped pores with narrow pore size distribution.
Based on these isotherms, the pore size distributions were calculated using the DFT equilibrium
model and are shown in Figure 3.4.1.1-4.

It was found that the metal loading and oxidation did not change either the N2 adsorption
isotherms (Figure 3.4.1.1-3) or the pore size distribution (Figure 3.4.1.1-4) to a great extent. All
samples possess primarily micropores, which according to the IUPAC classification have widths
below 20 A (2 nm).
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Figure 3.4.1.1-3. Nitrogen adsorption isotherms for the virgin and modified activated carbons.
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Parameters calculated from adsorption isotherms for test carbons are shown in Table 3.4.1.1-4.
It was expected that impregnated carbons would have reduced surface area and pore volume, but
the pore structure parameters varied widely for different impregnation metals. Pore structure
parameters for AC-ZnAc; show 15% reductions in Sggr and V, values compared to virgin
carbon, indicating that ZnAc, impregnated on the carbon had a minimal effect on pore
characteristics. This may be due to poor dispersion of ZnAc; on the carbon surface. The other
impregnated carbons, such as AC-Zn(NOs);, AC-Cu(NOs);, AC-FeCl; and AC/HNO;-FeCls,
exhibited 20-30% reductions in surface area (Sger) and total pore volume (V) and a 75-80%
reduction in average pore diameter (Dae). DFT micro pore volume (Vpicro) and total volume
(Viotal) of these samples were reduced 15-20% compared to the parent activated carbon (AC).
The data indicate that the carbon surfaces were covered by loaded metals. Greater metal loading
resulted in reduced pore volume and surface area for the three samples derived from AC/HNO;
loaded with varied amounts of FeCl; [Figure 3.4.1.1-3(b) & 3.4.1.1-4(b)], but this trend was not
observed for the AC-Cu(NO3), samples [Figure 3.4.1.1-3(c) & 3.4.1.1-4(c)]. An interpretation
of these results is non-uniformity in the samples or the dispersion of the metals on the samples.

Comparison of the pore structure of the parent material (AC) with the activated carbon oxidized
by HNO; (AC-HNO3) shows little difference. This does not support the assertion by Figueiredo
[6] that the carbon porous structure could be destroyed by strong oxidative effects such as those
produced by HNO;.

The surface morphologies of the virgin and modified carbons were investigated by SEM and
photos of the sample surfaces are shown in Figure 3.4.1.1-5. In comparison to virgin carbon AC
[Figure 3.4.1.1-5(a)], AC-HNO; [Figure 3.4.1.1-5(b)] has a smoother surface without visible
presence of small surface particles, due to the acid treatment and water rinse. Small particles are
distributed across the surface of impregnated carbons, with particle shapes varying with the type
of metal loaded on the sample [Figure 3.4.1.1-5(c) to 3.4.1.1-5(f)]. For the AC-Zn(NOs3), sample
[Figure 3.4.1.1-5(c)], almost all particles are rectangular in shape and roughly 1 um in size.
These particles are of uniform size and are evenly dispersed on the carbon surface. In
comparison, AC-ZnAc; [Figure 3.4.1.1-5(d)] is less uniformly distributed and with a variety of
particle shapes and the appearance of irregularly shaped agglomerates. These kinds of particle
could be the result of poor dispersion on the carbon surface and could be easily removed from
the surface. This could be a contributing factor for the observed weak effect that ZnAc;
impregnation had on the pore structure parameters of activated carbon. The particles deposited
on the surface of AC-Cu(NOs), [Figure 3.4.1.1-5(e)] have needle shapes of uniform size and are
well dispersed. The AC-FeCls sample [Figure 3.4.1.1-5(f)] is characterized by well dispersed
deposited particles with irregular shape. The impregnation technique used this study resulted in
varied dispersion of the selected metals on the carbon surface and this contributed to the
observed differences in pore structure for the modified activated carbons.

Relationship between the surface characteristics and THT adsorption capacity. THT is a
saturated molecule that is less reactive, more polar, and more basic than thiophenes, in which
neither of the sulfur lone electron pairs is engaged in aromatic m-electron system [17].
Therefore, THT molecule can adhere to the surface through van der Waals force or weak
hydrogen bonds between THT and functional groups. Thus it is normally expected that the
activated carbons have a higher adsorption capacity when greater numbers of acidic functional
groups are available on the carbon surfaces.
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f. AC-FeCls

Figure 3.4.1.1-5 (cont'd). SEM pictures for virgin carbon and modified carbons.
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The pore size distributions (Figure 3.4.1.1-4) and the calculated parameters in Table 3.4.1.1-4 of
virgin carbon (AC) and oxidized carbon (AC-HNO;) were very similar and had higher values of
volume and surface area than any of the impregnated metal samples included in Table 3.4.1.1-4.
All of these modified carbons had increased THT adsorption capacities compared to the virgin
carbon. From this it can be inferred that the primary reason of improvement is due to the surface
chemical properties rather than the physical properties summarized in Table 3.4.1.1-4.

It has been demonstrated that modification by oxidation can create acidic functional groups on
carbon surfaces, [18] and that these are present largely as carboxylic acid groups with smaller
amounts of phenolic hydroxyl groups. The amount of acidic groups depends on the oxidizer and
treatment conditions. For example, HNO; oxidation can produce a large amount of acid surface
groups including carboxylic acid, anhydrides, lactones and phenol groups [6, 9]. H,O; oxidation,
however, generates fewer acidic groups than the HNO; treatment [19]. The effect of metal
impregnation on the acidity/basicity of carbon surfaces is still not as clear. It is commonly
thought that inorganic metals can be ionized on the carbon surface and present the properties of
acidity or basicity, depending on the kind of impregnated materials. Hereafter, acidic carbons
are defined as those carbons that show acidic behavior and adsorb appreciable amounts of bases
but very little of acids; the converse is true for basic carbons. These acidic/basic groups form
active sites where sulfur compounds may attach to the carbon surface. For THT adsorption,
therefore, the key point of the modification is to increase the acidic density on the carbon surface
to accommodate the basicity of the THT molecule.
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Since the acidic functional groups and metals are able to ionize in water and to behave like acids
or bases, the acidity/basicity of carbon surface can be determined by measuring the pH of a
suspension of carbon particles'® which is directly related to the number and strength of
acidic/basic groups present on the surface. The relationship between the pH values and THT
adsorption capacities is presented in Figure 3.4.1.1-6. The data indicate that AC/HNO;3-FeCls
was most acidic with pH ranged from 2.33 to 2.03, whereas those carbons loaded with Na, K
metals were more basic. More acidic carbons had greater THT adsorption capacity and this can
be used to explain the current results, i.e., the poor adsorption capacity of Group I and the
enhanced capacity of Group 3.

The THT adsorption capacities of carbons loaded with varied amounts of AC-Cu(NO3), and
AC/HNO;-FeCl; are shown in Figure 3.4.1.1-7. The THT capacity increases linearly with
increasing metal loading, indicating that the metals play a role in creating additional adsorption
sites. In addition, the pH values of these carbon samples also decrease with increasing metal
loading, indicating that more acidic functional groups were created. Thus, increased metal
loadings result in increased acidic functional groups and a concomitant increase in THT capacity.
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Figure 3.4.1.1-6. The relationship between pH values and THT capacity of carbons.
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3.4.1.2 Absorption/Desorption of Dimethylsulfide on Activated Carbon Modified
with Iron Chloride

3.4.1.2.1 Scope of Work and Approach

Dimethylsulfide (DMS) is a non-polar, stable, organic, reduced sulfur compound present in the
natural environment. It is the dominant sulfur compound in seawater [1, 2] and is also produced
in industrial processes. DMS can be used as an ingredient in odorants for pipeline gas due to its
stable chemical characteristics even when exposed to black iron pipes and tanks [1]. Sulfur
odorants are added to pipeline gas as a safety precaution but must be completely removed if the
pipeline gas is to be used as a feedstock for H, production to supply fuel cells. Thus sulfur
removal is an important step in fuel processing.

One method for sulfur odorant removal from pipeline gas is adsorption using activated carbon [1,
3-16]. Modification of carbon surfaces by using either oxidation or impregnation has been
explored as a method to improve sulfur adsorption capacity and consequently reduce the sorbent
consumption. Greater sulfur capacity results from the creation of more functional groups or
active adsorption sites on the carbon surface. Adsorptive sites may oxidize reduced sulfur
molecules, creating bigger molecules which are more easily adsorbed in the micropores of
activated carbon. An example of this is the improvement of methyl mercaptan (MM) adsorptive
capacity by carbon surface modification. Oxygen functional groups facilitate the oxidation of
MM to form dimethyl disulfide (DMDS) [8, 13]. DMDS is a larger molecule with a higher
boiling point and is more easily adsorbed in the carbon micropores.

Similar efforts have been attempted to remove DMS, which is regarded as the most difficult
sulfur compound [5, 12, 17, 18] to remove from pipeline gas by adsorption.
Oxidation/adsorption is one applicable path for DMS occupancy on the carbon surface and the
activated carbon surface can be modified to enhance its sulfur capacity. In a previous
investigation using pipelined synthetic natural gas (SNG) [17, 18], activated carbon modified
with iron chloride (FeCls) solution had a slightly greater DMS adsorptive capacity (0.03 mg S g
carbon) compared with the 12 other virgin and modified carbons that displayed almost zero
capacity. The role of FeCl; on oxidation/adsorption has been pointed out in the case of MM
[19], which was assumed to be oxidized to DMDS by the catalytic participation of iron on the
carbon surface. For DMS adsorption, however, no such investigations were found in the
literature. Efforts to improve the adsorptive capacity of activated carbon for DMS by means of
surface modification would benefit from a better understanding of the adsorption behavior and
mechanism.

An objective of this work is to investigate the adsorption behavior and mechanism of DMS on
activated carbon sorbent that was modified with FeCl;. This effort was based on the analysis of
sulfur species removed from sorbent loaded with DMS using mild extraction with solvent and
temperature programmed desorption (TPD). As a reference, similar tests were conducted to
investigate MM adsorption/desorption behaviors using the same carbon sorbents. Experimental
results could verify if the oxidation/adsorption mechanism can be applied on the MM and DMS
adsorption on the modified carbons.

3.4.1.2.2 Experimental
Sorbents preparation and properties. A coconut activated carbon (OLC Plus 12x30, Calgon
Carbon Corporation) was used as the parent carbon in this study. FeCl; was loaded using an
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impregnation method to produce a concentration of 0.4 mmol metal (Fe’") per gram carbon.
Details of the impregnation process can be found elsewhere [18, 20].

The basic pore properties for the original and modified carbon sorbents are presented in Table
3.4.1.2-1. Nitrogen (liquid N;) adsorption/desorption isotherms for the samples were measured
at 77 K (Autosorb®-1, Quantachrome Instruments, Boynton Beach, FL). Before the
measurements, samples were heated and degassed at 110 °C for 2 hours under a vacuum of 107
torr (1.33x107 Pa). Specific surface area (Sger) was calculated by using the multipoint BET
method in the relative pressure (P/Pg) range of 0.01-0.1. The total pore volume (V) and the
average pore diameter (D,y.) were calculated from the amount of gas adsorbed at the related
pressure of 0.995-0.999. In addition, density functional theory (DFT) was used to analyze the
pore structure parameters, including micropore volume (Vmicro — pore width less than 2 nm), total
pore volume (Vioas — pore width less than 36 nm), and mode pore width (Dy). The DFT
calculation method is provided from the Autosorb®-1 data processing software and assumes that
the activated carbon contains slit-shaped pores.

Experimental apparatus and analysis process. The laboratory scale apparatus, consisting of a
sulfur gas generator, sorbent column, and sulfur detector, is shown in Figure 3.4.1.2-1. The trace
gas generator (Model CO395, Kin-Tek Laboratories, La Marque, TX,) was loaded with a DMS
permeation tube (KIN-TEK Part No. HRT-006.50-1006/40) as a sulfur source. Permeation tubes
provide a calibrated mass emission rate at constant temperature under an inert purge flow. A
DMS emission rate of 1268 ng min™ at 40 °C was combined with an N carrier gas flow to
provide a gas with regulated DMS concentration. A permeation tube (KIN-TEK Part No. SRT-
2-010.00-1004/50) with an emission rate of 1015 ng MM min™' at 50 °C was used for the MM
tests.

Table 3.4.1.2-1. Properties of activated carbon sorbents.

Pore structure parameter by DFT calculation

SBETv mZ/g V0~ ch/g Vmir.ro’ cm3 Vv totalss cm3
Sample name  p/p 0010.1)  (PP=0.995-0999)  Dre DM 10 than (less than D,, (mode), nm
2nm) 36nm)
AC 1252.9 0.601 0.960  0.450 0.538 0.600
AC-FeCl, 864.4 0.481 0223 0.306 0.422 0.786

Sger — specific surface area; V, — total pore volume; D,,. — average pore diameter; V ;..o — pore width less than 2 nm;
Vioa — pore width less than 36 nm; D, — mode pore width; DFT — density functional theory.
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Figure 3.4.1.2-1. Experimental setup for carbon sorbents adsorption and desorption.

A 35 ml glass pipette was used as a sorbent column. The column was oriented vertically for
adsorption and extraction tests, and was placed in a tube furnace horizontally for TPD tests. Two
types of adsorption tests were performed. The first type included breakthrough and TPD tests,
using 0.2 g sorbent samples. The sulfur capacity (milligram S per gram activated carbon) was
also determined from these tests. The second type was quantitative adsorption tests, in which 1.5
g carbon sorbent was subjected to adsorption of DMS for 15 to 16 hours without experiencing
break through. The resulting samples contained a known mass of S and were used in subsequent
extraction and TPD tests to allow S mass balances to be performed. During both types of
adsorption tests, the DMS permeation tube device was used to generate a N, stream containing
1.40 ppm DMS at a flow rate of 326 + 2 ml min™. Both types of adsorption tests were conducted
at ambient conditions (typically 26 °C and 0.1 MPa).

After the adsorption tests were completed, sorbents loaded with DMS were extracted with n-
octane. A 0.2-g sorbent sample loaded with DMS from the quantitative adsorption tests was
packed into a vertically-positioned pipette. Each sample was leached three times with 10 ml of
n-octane. The resulting 30 ml solvent volume was analyzed for sulfur compounds. This was a
mild extraction process that was not expected to extract all adsorbed compounds from the
sorbents and the solid sample in the pipette was subsequently subjected to TPD testing. In
addition, 0.2-g samples of non-extracted sorbents from the same quantitative adsorption tests
were subjected to TPD testing. The sample temperature was ramped from 25 °C to 300 °C at
1°C min™' using a programmable tube furnace. N, was used as a sweep gas at a flow of 326 + 2
ml min™ and the exit gas was analyzed for sulfur compounds.
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Gaseous samples were analyzed for sulfur using a Shimadzu 2014 gas chromatograph (GC)
equipped with a capillary column (Rtx-1, 60m-0.53-7um, Restek Corporation) and sulfur
chemiluminescence detector (SCD) (Sievers Model 355, GE Analytical Instruments, Boulder,
CO). Helium served as the carrier gas and a six-port sampling valve equipped with a 125 ul
sample loop was used to make automatic injections. In each analysis the column temperature
was held for 1 min at 50 °C, ramped to 125 °C at 20 °C min™', ramped a second time to 180 °C at
10 °C min™', held at 180 °C for 1 min, and finally cooled to 50 °C at 100°C min"'. Thus, effluent
gas was able to be sampled and analyzed with a cycle time of 15 min. In addition, DMS was
analyzed from a bypass path before and after the adsorption and desorption tests, to make
calibrations and to confirm that the system was operating stably.

Sulfur analyses of the liquid samples were performed by manual injection on the same GC using
an injection volume of 2 pl. Because the sulfur SCD produces an equimolar response to sulfur,
independent of the host sulfur compound, 25 ppm (£0.5%) H,S calibration gas (Scotty® 58,
Scott Specialty Gases) was used in the sulfur analysis for the liquid samples. Other analytical
parameters were the same used for the gas samples.

The test procedures outlined above for DMS were used for the MM tests as well.

3.4.1.2.3 Technical Accomplishments

Breakthrough curves. The adsorption of DMS (1.40 ppm) in an N, carrier gas on activated
carbon sorbents were carried out to estimate sulfur capacities and evaluate sulfur capture
capabilities. Figure 3.4.1.2-2 shows the breakthrough curves of virgin carbon (AC) and carbon
loaded with FeCl; (AC-FeCls). The adsorptive capacities of the two carbon sorbents are also
shown in this figure; 3.32 mg S g'1 sorbent for AC-FeCl; and 2.23 mg S g'1 sorbent for AC. The
adsorption capacity was calculated by integrating the area under the DMS breakthrough curve
and subtracting it from the total sulfur input up to the point of breakthrough. The breakthrough
time is defined as the point at which the DMS concentration in the effluent gas reached 0.2 ppm.
Obviously, the impregnation of FeCl; leads to increases in the breakthrough time and in the
amount of DMS adsorbed by the carbon, despite a notable decrease in the surface area,
micropore area, and volume (data shown in Table 3.4.1.2-1). Both samples primarily possess
micropores that are less than 2 nm in width and the impregnation of FeCl; did not change the
pore size distribution to a great extent. Complete analysis of sample pore size distributions have
been report elsewhere [20]. From this it can be inferred that the significant factor in the
improvement of DMS capacity results from the new chemical properties produced by the
addition of FeCls, rather than changes in the physical properties such as pore surface area and
pore structure of carbon phase.
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Figure 3.4.1.2-2. DMS breakthrough curves for activated carbon (AC) and activated carbon
impregnated with FeCl; (AC-FeCl,).

Adsorption of MM (1.43ppm in N;) on AC and AC-FeCl; was also carried out. Breakthrough
was not observed for either of the sorbents during the test time up to 20 hours, indicating that
MM is more easily captured by the carbon sorbents than DMS.

Extraction analysis. 1f the oxidation/adsorption reaction occurs on the carbon surface, then it
would be expected that the oxidation products could be dissolved and recovered by solvent
extraction and that sulfur compounds could be identified by analysis of the solvent. The
properties of possible oxidation products with their precursor are listed in Table 3.4.1.2-2.

Table 3.4.1.2-2. Basic properties of dimethylsulfide (DMS).

Chemical name MM DMDS DMS DMSO DMSO2
®) 0]
I Il
Molecular formula H;C-SH H;C-S=S-CH; H,C-S-CH;, H;C-S-CH;, H;C-S-CH;,
ll
O
Molar mass 48.11 94.19 62.13 78.13 94.13
(g/mol)
Density, (g/cm?) - 1.06 0.840 1.100 -
Melting point (°C)  -123 -85 -98 18.5 109
Boiling point (°C)  5.95 109 37 189 238
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The MM adsorption and oxidation to DMDS is described by three global reactions steps:
equations (1) to (3). MM is adsorbed onto the activated carbon surface and then oxidized by the
oxidation functional groups or adsorbed oxygen. The product DMDS is adsorbed more strongly
than MM due to its larger size and higher boiling point. Metal impurities (such as FeCl3) could
play important roles in catalytic oxidation, since metal impurities can transfer oxygen to the
adsorbed MM. A more detailed discussion of MM adsorption mechanism can be found
elsewhere. [21]

CH,SH, — CH,SH,,, (1)
OZads v 2Oads (2)
2CH,SH,, +0,,, — CH,SSCH,_, +H,0 3)

Figure 3.4.1.2-3 shows the sulfur speciation results by GC/SCD analysis of the extract samples
resulting from n-octane leaching of AC and AC-FeCl; quantitatively loaded with MM. DMDS
was detected as the single peak in the chromatogram indicating that DMDS was formed on the
carbon surface during MM adsorption process. AC and AC- FeCl; were equally capable of
converting MM to DMDS at these test conditions, as no other sulfur compounds were observed
in the extracts. Recall that MM breakthrough was not obtained for AC or AC- FeCl; over a 20-
hour test period. Likewise the current data does not reveal distinct difference between the two
sorbents and does not illuminate the role of impregnated FeCl; on the MM oxidation/adsorption
process. It is reasonable to believe, however, that FeCl; is an oxidant that can provide or create
more active sites for sulfur compounds on the carbon surface. These adsorption sites perhaps are
functional groups containing oxygen, metal anions (Fe’"), or chlorine with negatively-charged
ions (CI').
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Figure 3.4.1.2-3. Chromatograms of sulfur species in n-octane-extract of AC and AC-FeCl,
adsorbed with MM.

It is noted that the molecular structure of DMS is different with that of MM. DMS molecule does
not have the polar group (-SH) that MM does and it includes two pairs of lone electrons around
the S atom. This gives a higher nucleophilicity that could be attacked by an electrophile. The
possible oxidation products would be dimethyl sulfoxide (DMSO) by the attack of one oxygen
atom, or dimethyl sulfone (DMSO,) by the attack of two oxygen atoms. These oxidation
products have bigger molecular sizes and considerably higher boiling points as shown in Table
3.4.1.2-2 and could be easier to adsorb in micropores of activated carbons. A possible path for
the oxidation/adsorption process is shown in equation (4).

0 0
|| | -
H3C—S—CH3 - H3C—S —CH3 - H3C—S —CH3
|
0

Figure 3.4.1.2-4 shows the sulfur speciation results by GC/SCD analysis of the extract samples
resulting from n-octane leaching of AC and AC-FeCl; quantitatively loaded with DMS. DMS
was detected as the single peak in the GC profiles, and no other sulfur compounds were observed
in either of the extracts. This indicates that DMS is the only extractable compound occupying
the carbon surfaces of both AC and AC-FeCl;. It also suggests that adsorption plays an
important role in the increased DMS capacity displayed by AC-FeCl; (Figure 3.4.1.2-1) rather
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than adsorption/oxidation of DMS on the carbon surface. Unlike methyl mercaptan (MM) that
has both polar (-SH) and non-polar (-CHj3) functional groups, DMS lacks the polar group (-SH)
that would result in strong affinity towards other polar functional groups on the carbon surface.

; DMS
|
!
[
\
>
=
z
[2}
=
[
]
P AC extraction (I)
|
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1
)' AC-FeCl, extraction (I)
| AN _
0 2 4 6 8 10 12
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Figure 3.4.1.2-4. Chromatograms of sulfur species in n-octane-extract of AC and AC-FeCl,
adsorbed with DMS.

Temperature programmed desorption (TPD). Adsorption/oxidation mechanism cannot explain
the increased DMS capacity of AC-FeCls, since no sulfur compounds but DMS were detected in
the extract samples. TPD was used to gain insight into the role of FeCl; in the improvement of
DMS capacity and the possible adsorption mechanism for DMS on the carbon surface.

Figures 3.4.1.2-5(a) and 3.4.1.2-6(a) show GC SCD chromatograms from analyses of the N,
sweep gas at the exit of the apparatus for TPD tests of sorbents AC and AC-FeCl;, respectively,
that had previously used in DMS adsorption tests. The relationships of sulfur compound

concentrations in the off gas to desorption temperatures are presented in Figures 3.4.1.2-5(b) and
3.4.1.2-6(D).
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Figure 3.4.1.2-5. GC SCD chromatograms (a) and associated TPD profiles (b) from analyses of the

N, sweep gas at the exit of the test apparatus during thermal desorption of the AC samples with
DMS adsorbed.
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Figure 3.4.1.2-6. GC SCD chromatograms (a) and associated TPD profiles (b) from analyses of the
N, sweep gas at the exit of the test apparatus during thermal desorption of the AC-FeCl; samples
with DMS adsorbed.
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As shown in Figure 3.4.1.2-5, only DMS was found to be released in the TPD test of sorbent AC.
DMS was first detected at room temperature (25 °C), reached a maximum at ~115 °C, and
completed desorption at ~160 °C. DMS, COS, and DMDS were detected in the effluent gas
generated from AC-FeCl; during the TPD process as shown in Figure 3.4.1.2-6. The desorption
of DMS has a bimodal relationship to temperature with maxima at 85 °C and 175 °C. At
temperatures above 120 °C, COS and DMDS were also detected in the effluent gas,
accompanying DMS.

Comparing Figures 3.4.1.2-5(b) and 3.4.1.2-6(b) shows that the first DMS release peak for AC-
FeCl; has the same temperature range observed for AC. This peak reflects a weak interaction of
DMS with the carbon phase. The second DMS peak appeared at higher temperature and was
only observed for AC-FeCls indicating that FeCl; provides new adsorption sites on the modified
carbon surface. The higher release temperature reflects a stronger interaction between the DMS
molecules and these new adsorption sites.

The bimodal desorption peaks are not found in the TPD profiles shown in Figures 3.4.1.2-7(a)
and 3.4.1.2-7(b) for sorbents AC and AC-FeCl; with MM adsorbed. DMDS was a primary
sulfur compound detected at the exit of TPD processes for both AC and AC-FeCl; and no MM
was detected. This verifies that adsorption/oxidization of MM occurs on the carbon surface and
the resulting oxidization product is DMDS. Moreover, a single TPD peak of DMDS indicates
that FeCl; does not provide another adsorptive position for DMDS on the carbon surface. If it
did, multiple peaks indicating different adsorption paths would be detected.

It should be noted that DMDS and COS were also found in the TPD processes for AC-FeCl;
loaded with DMS, but not found in its extract sample, as shown in Figures 3.4.1.2-4 and 3.4.1.2-
6. These sulfur compounds are regarded as the interaction products of DMS and surface C-O
complexes generated during TPD at elevated temperatures with the catalysis of FeCls. Similarly,
COS is also found in the TPD process gas produced from AC and AC-FeCl; adsorbed with MM.
Greater amounts of COS were released from the AC-FeCl; test, indicating that FeCl; may serve

as a catalyst in the decomposition reaction. The detailed reaction path needs to be explored
further.
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Figure 3.4.1.2-7. TPD profiles during thermal desorption of AC (a) and AC-FeCl;(b) with MM
adsorption.
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Thermal regeneration and mass balance. Thermal desorption was considered as an option for
spent sorbent regeneration. Figure 3.4.1.2-8(a) shows the DMS breakthrough behavior for virgin
AC sorbent and for AC sorbent that had been used in a DMS breakthrough test with subsequent
TPD regeneration (sample identified as AC-R1). After the breakthrough test of Figure 3.4.1.2-
8(a), samples AC and AC-R1 was subjected to TPD regeneration and the results are compared in
Figure 3.4.1.2-8(b). Similarly, the adsorption and TPD behaviors of sorbent AC-FeCl; and the
regenerated samples (AC-FeCl3-R1, R2 and R3) are shown in Figure 3.4.1.2-9.

Compared with original AC, the adsorption/desorption behaviors of spent sorbent (AC-R1) are
very similar. This indicates that heating to 300 °C in an inert atmosphere had no impact on the
AC's adsorptive ability and the spent AC could be regenerated by thermal desorption without
capacity loss. This is not the case for AC-FeCl; where the spent samples display a shorter
breakthrough time than the original AC-FeCl;. The regenerated samples displayed similar
adsorption and TPD trends through three adsorption-desorption cycles and were similar to that of
the virgin carbon sample, AC. This shows that the new adsorption sites created by FeCl;
modification on the carbon surface are not thermally stable and could not be regenerated by
thermal desorption.

The AC and AC-FeCl; samples that were extracted by n-octane were also subjected to TPD tests.
The TPD profiles of DMS release are shown in Figure 3.4.1.2-10. Compared with the TPD
patterns of samples that were not extracted (Figures 3.4.1.2-5 and 3.4.1.2-6), the DMS release
peaks shift to lower temperatures for both AC and AC-FeCls. It was also found that DMS was
released over only one temperature interval centered at ~150 °C during the TPD process for
sample AC-FeCl;. This indicates that DMS that was desorbed at lower temperature in Figure
3.4.1.2-6 was related to weak adsorption on the carbon phase and was almost been completely
extracted by n-octane. In addition to DMS, DMDS and COS were also detected in the effluent
gas from the thermal desorption of the AC-FeCl; sample that had been extracted, as shown in
Figure 3.4.1.2-11. This validates the findings of the TPD performed with the non-extracted
samples and indicates that FeCl; plays a catalytic role in the formation of DMDS and COS
during the thermal desorption.

Quantitative adsorption tests were intentionally conducted with similar sulfur mass loading. In
the ideal case, all sulfur loaded on the samples during an adsorption test is expected to be
recovered by solvent extraction or thermal desorption. Due to the small sorbent sample sizes, it
was not possible to quantitatively analyze the sulfur content of the solid phase, (i.e., sulfur that
was not desorbed) after extraction and desorption to fully calculate a sulfur balance. Table
3.4.1.2-3 summarizes the distribution of sulfur recovered from the solid samples by n-octane
extraction and thermal desorption. The total recovered as a percentage of the S loaded as DMS
was 113% for virgin carbon AC and 95% for AC-FeCls;. The sulfur distribution is almost the
same for both sorbents, with nearly half extracted by n-octane and the other half released during
TPD.
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Figure 3.4.1.2-8. Adsorption and desorption of sorbent AC and AC-R1. Sample AC-R1 had been
used in a DMS breakthrough test with subsequent TPD regeneration prior to the current test.
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Figure 3.4.1.2-8. Adsorption and desorption of fresh and regenerated AC-FeCl, sorbent samples.
Regenerated samples are identified as AC-FeCl,-R# where # indicates the number of times the
sample has been regenerated.
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Figure 3.4.1.2-10. Comparison of TPD curves of AC and AC-FeCl, samples that had been
subjected to quantitative adsorption tests with DMS and then extracted with n-octane.
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Figure 3.4.1.2-11. TPD profiles of AC-FeCl; that had been subjected to a quantitative adsorption
test with DMS and then extracted with n-octane.
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Table 3.4.1.2-3. Sulfur recovery balance for AC and AC-FeCl; sorbents.

Sulfur distribution AC AC-FeCl4
DMS loaded by adsorption

mg S per g sorbent 0.389 0.412
DMS in n-octane extraction samples (liquid)

mg S per g sorbent 0.213 0.161
weight % 54.8 39.2
(DMS+COS+DMDS) recovered by TPD after extraction

mg S per g sorbent 0.230 0.229
weight % 57.8 35.7
Total S recovered as percentage of S loaded

weight % 112.6 94.9
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Subtask 3.4.2: High Pressure Autothermal Reforming in Low Oxygen
Environments

3.4.2.1 Scope of Work and Approach

The development of fuel cells and fuel cell powered vehicles has been a topic of great interest in
recent years [1]. Fuel cells offer potential for higher efficiency and lower pollutant emissions
when compared to traditional combustion based power systems [2]. The proton exchange
membrane fuel cell (PEMFC) is currently considered the most viable fuel cell technology for the
near future [3-5]. As with almost all types of fuel cells, oxygen and hydrogen are supplied to a
PEMFC in order to generate electrical power. Air, which is made up of ~21 % oxygen, is most
often used as the oxygen source [6]. Therefore, as long as the fuel cell operates in aerobic
environments, a pump can provide a continuous air supply. Low oxygen environments however,
encountered by sub-sea or space applications, pose the challenge of oxidant supply [7].
Additionally, hydrogen, while abundant, is not freely present in nature as molecular hydrogen
and must be produced from another source such as water, hydrocarbons, or biomass. While it is
likely that in the future, hydrogen will be produced by electrolysis using photovoltaic or wind
power, currently the most economic way to produce hydrogen is by catalytic thermochemical
reforming of hydrocarbons. Reforming technology has been a heavily researched topic and has
been implemented in industry for some time.

In light of the current research and development of fuel cells and fuel processing techniques,
there has been recent interest in constructing small scale, underwater, power generating stations.
In concept, these remote units, using onboard fuel cells to generate power, would be deployed on
the ocean floor where natural gas seeps or methane hydrates are present. Methane from these
sources would be collected and purified to remove catalyst-poisoning H,S. After purification the
gas stream would be reformed to produce a hydrogen rich gas for the fuel cell. While methane
would be available in abundance, a major limitation for operating a reformer and fuel cell on the
seafloor is having oxygen available at sufficiently high concentrations. Additionally, since the
unit would be deployed on the ocean floor and operate at ambient pressure, design of
components would need to accommodate the effects of elevated pressure on the physical system
and reformer and fuel cell chemistry. An alternative to operating the reformer at ambient
pressure would be to operate the reformer in a submerged pressure hull that would allow the
system to operate at a lower pressure. The latter system would require that methane at the
ambient pressure of the ocean floor be decompressed and that unwanted byproducts be
recompressed for removal from the pressure hull. Operating the reformer at ambient pressure
was selected over this alternative.

Applications include powering underwater sensory equipment and recharging unmanned
submersibles. Currently, unmanned, untethered, vehicles (UUVs) are predominately powered by
batteries and therefore have a limited range. The mission range and duration of battery powered
UUYV could be extended indefinitely if recharging could be completed underwater. It would also
be beneficial if the vehicle did not have to surface in order to recharge, so as to avoid detection.

Fuel reforming. A fuel processor generally produces hydrogen from a hydrocarbon feedstock
by one of three techniques: steam reforming (SR), partial oxidation reforming (POX), or
autothermal reforming (ATR) [8, 9]. SR and ATR reactors typically employ catalysts.
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ATR combines thermal effects from both SR and POX reforming so that the heat required to
support the endothermic steam reforming reaction is provided by oxidation reactions, resulting in
a lower overall temperature [10]. ATR can be described by a reaction scheme based on the
following four reactions:

Combustion of methane:

CH4+ 20, — COy,+2H,0 (D
Steam reforming reactions:

CH;+ H,O0 <~ CO+3H, )

CH4y+2H,0 « CO, + 4H, 3)
Water gas shift (WGS):

CO+H,0— CO+H, 4

By varying the reactant ratios of O, and H,O with respect to the fuel, the set of reactions can be
net endothermic, net exothermic, or thermally neutral. Also since ATR generates heat in situ, it
does not require an external burner or heat exchangers like SR. When using methane as
feedstock, Takeguchi ef al. stated that while the equilibrium hydrogen production of ATR is
slightly less than SR, the process consumes slightly more than half the heat [11]. ATR has been
selected as the most promising reforming technique for the current application due to its simple
design and efficiency for small scale systems.

Methane Resource. The hydrocarbon feedstock for this specialized reforming application will
come from two sources: marine natural gas seeps and methane hydrates. It has been estimated
that 6 to 85 Tg of methane pass through the seabed of the continental shelves annually [12]. One
of the most intense known seeps in the world, the Shane Seep (depth: 22-67 m), is located along
the continental shelf just off shore from Santa Barbara, CA [13, 14]. Other studied seeps
include Coquille Bank located off shore from Cape Blanca, OR, (depth: 132 m), Bluff Seep
located off shore from Eel River, CA (depth: 43 m), and Hecta Bank Seep located off shore from
Florence, OR (depth: 83 m) [15]. Analysis of gas samples from the Shane Seep taken over a
period of several months showed a composition averaging 83.4% CHy, 11.7% CO,, 1.8% N,, and
0.28% O,, with the balance being classified as non methane hydrocarbons [16]. These seeps
provide a largely untapped supply of relatively pure methane that could be potentially harvested.

The second fuel source, methane hydrates, are ice-like crystalline structures with methane
molecules held within the lattice of water molecules [17]. In 1999, Kvenvolden estimated the
total global resource to be greater than 10'° m? but less than 10'7 m® [18]. When appropriate
expansion factors are applied, 1 m® of pure methane hydrate expands to approximately 164 m’® of
methane and 0.8 m® or water at standard pressure and temperature [19]. Methane hydrates thus
provide an extremely dense source of methane which, after dissociation, could be collected in the
gas phase at ambient pressures and used as a feedstock for reforming. Gas hydrates in the
marine environment occur in the gas hydrate stability zone (GHSZ). The stability zone is
dependent on temperature and pressure and, with favorable conditions, can begin at depths as
shallow as 300 m below sea level [20].

Oxygen Resource. Oxygen concentration in natural gas seeps and the dissolved oxygen
concentration in sea water are very low. The highest recorded molar O, concentration in natural
gas seeps in the literature reviewed was 0.3 % [16] and the average molar O, concentration in sea
water at depths where seeps are located is less than 0.0005 % [21]. Given the low oxygen
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environment, oxygen storage will be required on board the remote power unit to feed both the
fuel reformer and the fuel cell.

One source of oxygen is the decomposition of hydrogen peroxide described by the following
equation:

HyOraq) = H2Opag) + 2 Oxg AH=-98.1 (kJ mol™) (5)

The decomposition of hydrogen peroxide can thus provide O, H,0, and heat, all of which could
be utilized to operate a reformer and fuel cell on the seafloor. Moreover, since H,0; is a liquid,
the oxygen available per unit volume is high. This is desirable from the perspective of
minimizing the size of storage tanks used to transport oxidizer from the surface to the seafloor.
Pure H,0, has a molarity of ~42 mol I at 1 bar and 25 °C. Since the decomposition of 1 mole
of H,0, yields 0.5 mole of O,, the oxidizer density is about 21 mol O, I H,0,. In comparison,
pure O, gas would have to be stored at 485 bar and 5 °C to attain a density of 21 mol/liter.
Additionally, H,O; has a specific gravity of 1.4, which is double that of O, stored in the gas
phase at 485 bar. This increase in density is beneficial as it provides negative buoyancy.
Therefore, due to its favorable traits, H,O, was selected as a candidate oxidizer for the system.

Purchasing H,0, in a solution at a concentration greater than 50% by weight can be difficult and
no effort was made to exceed this limit for safety reasons. H,O, at 67% (weight) or greater can
be dangerous as the heat of decomposition is sufficient to vaporize the water present in the
solution and can lead to spontaneous decomposition. Therefore, while the heat of decomposition
of high concentration H,O, may lead to hazardous conditions, the heat of decomposition from
lower concentration H,O; solutions (<50% weight) is beneficial to the reforming process.

Hydrogen peroxide is common in the literature; often in papers dealing with propellants and very
rarely in papers dealing with reforming. Patents [22] exist on the topic of using H,O, for ATR
reforming of methanol, ethanol, and other hydrocarbons. The basic concept in both patents is to
decompose H,0, to release steam, O, and heat to support ATR reactions. To date, outside of
the patents, no papers have appeared which deal with the use of H,O, as an oxidant for use in
methane fuel reforming.

Objectives. The objective of this study was to determine optimal ATR operating conditions at 6,
28 and 50 bar and to conduct performance comparisons using H,O, as both the steam and
oxygen source. The range of pressures selected corresponds to operation at various natural gas
seep depths as well as shallow methane hydrate formations. For this fuel rich, oxygen limited,
reforming application it is of particular interest to maximize moles of H, produced per mole of
O, supplied.

3.4.2.2 Experimental
Experimental test facility. The schematic layout of the test facility is shown in Figure 3.4.2-1.
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Figure 3.4.2-1. Schematic layout of 50 bar reforming system.

Methane (Grade 5.0), oxygen, and nitrogen from gas bottles were metered to the reactor using
mass flow controllers (MFC) (Brooks 5850 Series E). Water or hydrogen peroxide solution was
supplied to the reactor by a high pressure piston metering pump. Resistance element heat tracing
was applied to the transfer lines between the reservoir and the reactor to preheat the liquid.
Pressure in the reactor was set and controlled with a back pressure regulator. Flow rates were
controlled and recorded along with temperatures and pressures using LabVIEW® (National
Instruments, Austin, TX) running on a laptop computer. Temperatures of reactor inlet and outlet
flows and three locations on the outside wall of the reactor were measured with thermocouples.
To operate in autothermal mode, the reactor (61 cm long, XXS, 316 stainless steel pipe) was
insulated with high temperature insulation (Thermcraft Inc., Winston-Salem, NC). To bring the
reactor up to initial operating temperature, two spiral wound, resistance heating wire elements
were inset in the insulation on either side of the reactor. Downstream of the reactor, the
reformate passed through a condenser and coalescing filter (Balston, Model 31G) in series. The
dry, effluent, gas was analyed with a gas chromatograph (GC) (Shimadzu 14A, Columbia, MD)
equipped with a Carboxen ™ 1000 column (45/60, SUPELCO) and thermal conductivity detector
(TCD).
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Experimental design. A sub-sea power generating station located on the ocean floor would be
operated at a fixed depth with an associated operating pressure. The focus of this study was to
find optimal operating conditions at 6, 28, and 50 bar representing depths of 60, 280 and 500 m
below sea level. In addition to pressure, other independent variables were the molar steam to
carbon (S/C) and oxygen to carbon (O,/C) ratios defined by the inlet flows of fuel, oxidizer, and
water. Temperature and gas composition and yield were dependent variables.

Typically, parametric studies are used to observe the response of a dependent variable while each
independent variable is incrementally changed over a specified range. For this study however, a
2% factorial design approach was used [23]. Utilizing surface response methodology (SRM), a
two-level factorial design allows both independent variables (S/C; O,/C) to be changed
simultaneously.

A sample of the 2* factorial design for this study is shown in Table 3.4.2-1. The first column
“Order” refers to the randomized sequence of the experimental runs. Each “Run”, generally
comprised 5 or 6 gas samples and was conducted with the S/C and O,/C ratios set to a high (+1)
or low (-1) value as shown in columns 3 and 4. Using data from the literature [24], previous
tests, and equilibrium calculations, the initial high and low values for both variables were
selected as shown in Table 3.4.2-2. The fifth column in Table 3.4.2-1 refers to two-level

interactions of the two independent variables and is used later as an estimate of experimental
error [23].

Table 3.4.2-1. Variable levels for factorial experimental design.

Order Run SIC 0,/C SI/C x O,/C interaction
2 1 -1 -1 1
4 2 1 £ -1
3 3 -1 1 -1
1 4 1 1 1

Table 3.4.2-2. Initial operating conditions for low pressure (6 bar) experiments.

Variable Value CH,Flow
# Name Unit + - | min™
1 S/IC / 3.75 2.25 2.50
2 0,/C / 0.58 0.46 2.50

The following is an overview of how the experimental design was conducted. After the initial
factorial (4 runs) was completed, the results were analyzed to calculate the path of steepest
ascent. This is the direction which caused the response variable to increase the greatest rate.
New test conditions were then conducted along the path of steepest accent until a maximum
response was found. Around this new found maximum, another factorial was conducted to
confirm that the maximum had been found or to reveal a new path of steepest accent that would
1dentify a new maximum.
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Operating procedure. Standard operating procedures were followed each time an experiment
was run. At the start of each new set of experiments (new pressure level), approximately 33
grams of fresh, sulfide nickel catalyst on a gamma alumina support (Catalyst Ni-0309S,
Engelhard, Newark NJ) was loaded into the reactor. Under normal circumstances the same
catalyst was generally left in the reformer for several days of testing. After the system integrity
was verified by conducting a pressure test, calibration procedures were carried out for the GC
and MFCs using certified standard gases and a bubble flow meter (mini-BUCK Calibrator M-30,
A.P. BUCK, Orlando, FL), respectively.

After completing the calibration procedure the N, flow was set to 0.5 lpm, and the backpressure
regulator on the system was turned to the open position. The reactor heating elements were
energized until the catalyst bed rose above light off temperature. Typically the catalyst bed
would reach about 650 °C in less than half an hour. At that temperature O, was metered into the
reformer at the appropriate flow rate for the selected test and the CHy flow rate was set to 2.5
Ipm (for all tests). Almost immediately a temperature increase in the reactor was detected due to
the partial oxidation of CHs. When the temperature increase was observed, the reactor heating
element was turned off, the water pump and the water heating element were turned on, and the
system pressure was set by adjusting the back pressure regulator. Within 45 minutes of turning
on the water flow, the system temperatures and reformate gas composition were typically
stabilized. The reformate gas was sampled every 10 minutes after temperatures and gas
compositions stabilized. After several GC analyses were recorded for a given condition the S/C
and O,/C set points were changed and a new stable condition was generally acquired in 30
minutes or less. When the experimental run was completed, the CH,4 flow was turned off and the
system was purged with O3, N3, and steam for several minutes

Modeling. Thermochemical equilibrium conditions for reforming over a wide range of S/C and
O,/C ratios at 6, 28 and 50 bar were calculated using FACTSageTM 5.1 (Thermfact/CRCT,
Montreal, Canada). The initial reactant gas species, reactant molar ratios, temperature, and
pressure were specified for each run. Equilibrium results were calculated using final state points
of system pressure and enthalpy equal to reactant conditions. The results served as a general
comparative benchmark for experimental results.

3.4.2.3 Technical Accomplishments

Methane reforming results at 6 bar pressure. Eighteen ATR runs were conducted at 6 bar using
both bottled O, and liquid H,O; solution as oxidizer. The results for all 6 bar tests are presented
in Table 3.4.2-3 while Table 3.4.2-4 shows the individual effects of the S/C and O,/C ratio on the
molar ratio of Haeuy/Ozny for the first factorial. Table 3.4.2-4 also shows the two-factor
interaction effect, in this case the S/C and O,/C ratios, which, according to Box et al. [23],
provides a reasonable approximation of variance and an estimate of experimental error.
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Table 3.4.2-4. Results of 27 factorial
experiment showing the effect of changing
S/C and O,/C ratio one step on the Hxouy/O2in)

yield.
Main effects Hoouy/O2imy  Error
S/C 0.037 +0.045
0,/C -0.102 10.045
Interaction effect
S/IC x 0,/C 0.045

Based on the initial factorial (runs #2 to #5), a path of steepest ascent was calculated to identify
operating conditions that would increase the moles of HaouyO2in). The path is shown in Figure
3.4.2-2 by a dashed line which passes through the center point of the first factorial. Two runs
were completed along this path; run #6 produced a slight increase in yield while run #7 resulted
in a yield decrease before the high temperature reaction zone blew out of the backend of the
reformer. The center point, first factorial, and the path of steepest ascent (runs #1 to #8) made up
test group 1. The first test point along the path of steepest ascent (S/C = 3.35 and an O,/C =
0.44) was the test condition with the highest yield and was used as the center point for a second
factorial.
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Figure 3.4.2-2. Yield (moles H, per mole O,) surface response of autothermal reforming as a
function of S/C and O,/C ratios based on corrected results at 6 bar operating pressure.

Runs #9 to #15 made up test group 2 and were conducted four days after the first 8 runs were
completed. These runs included replicating old conditions (for comparison) as well as running
the second factorial. A correction factor of 4.25 %, the average decrease in yield from replicated
runs, was later used to correct all group 2 test results. The same catalyst was reused in test group
2 as was used in test group 1.

When attempting to run the second factorial it was only possible to attain steady-state operation
for one of the four conditions. Run #12 and #13 were attempted, but in both cases the high
temperature reaction zone blew out of the backend of the reactor. This was due to the high S/C
ratio in run #12 and the low O,/C ratio in run #13. Run #14 wasn’t attempted.

Finally, two performance comparisons using H>O, as oxidizer were conducted, making up test
group 3. Again to compensate for day to day differences, the results for test group 3 were
multiplied by a correction factor of 4.8%, the percentage difference between run #6 and run #16:
a run replicated from test group 1 and 3, respectively.

In Figure 3.4.2-2 the type of data point marker used to depict the run conditions also shows test
grouping. The number to the right of the marker is the moles of Hj(ou1y/O2(iny and the number in
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brackets following the yield is the run number as identified in Table 3.4.2-3. "BT" refers to
conditions where the high temperature reaction zone blew through the backend of reactor. If a
number is listed before the BT label, it refers to the yield before the high temperature reaction
zone blew through. Estimated contour lines have been added to the figure to show the
Haouty/O2¢ny yield based on the experimental results. A “c” is used after the run number to
indicate the results have been multiplied by a correction factor.

From Figure 3.4.2-2 the optimum condition appears to be a broad plateau which is bounded on
the left and at the top by a physical inability to stabilize the high temperature reaction zone in the
reactor. Generally speaking the O,/C ratio has a greater effect on the moles of Hj(ouy/Ox(iny than
the S/C ratio.

Methane reforming results at 28 and 50 bar pressure. Fourteen ATR runs were conducted at
28 bar, and twelve runs were conducted at 50 bar using both bottled O, and H,0O, as oxidizer.
The results are presented in Tables 3.4.2-5 and 3.4.2-6, respectively. Additional graphical
summaries of test conditions run at 28 bar and 50 bar are shown in Figures 3.4.2-3 and 3.4.2-4,
respectively. Correction factors have again been added to account for day to day variance. The
layout and symbols used are the same as those used in Figure 3.4.2-2.

The optimum condition at 28 bar shifted to a higher O,/C ratio compared to the 6 bar optimum,
and therefore required additional O, input. Additionally, the maximum yield of Hauty/Ox(in)
decreased from approximately 4.16 moles to approximately 3.43 moles. This is a decrease of
17.5%. Since lower pressures favor the steam reforming reactions, a decrease in the Ha(out/O2(in)
yield was expected with increased pressure..

The optimum condition at 50 bar is in the same region as the optimum for 28 bar. The maximum
yield of Hau/Oainy decreased from approximately 3.43 moles to approximately 2.87 moles.
This is a decrease of 16.3%. Since lower pressures favor the steam reforming reactions, a
decrease in the Hyour/Oxiny Yield was expected with increased pressure.

Equilibrium Model Results. For comparison with experimental results, Figures 3.4.2-5 to 3.4.2-
7, show the H, yield (moles H, produced per mole of O, fed into the reactor) predicted by
thermochemical equilibrium at 6, 28, and 50 bar, respectively. These results are based on ATR
with O, as the oxidizer. The initial temperature of the reactants was set to 270 °C to match the
preheated reactants delivered to the experimental reformer.
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Figure 3.4.2-3. Yield (moles H, per mole O,) surface response of autothermal reforming as a
function of S/C and O,/C ratios based on corrected results at 28 bar operating pressure.
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Figure 3.4.2-4. Yield (moles H, per mole O,) surface response of autothermal reforming as a
function of S/C and O,/C ratios based on corrected results at 50 bar operating pressure.
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Figure 3.4.2-5. Yield (moles H, per mole O,) surface response of autothermal reforming as a
function of S/C and O,/C ratios based on thermochemical equilibrium results at 6 bar operating
pressure and no system heat loss.
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Figure 3.4.2-6. Yield (moles H; per mole O,) surface response of autothermal reforming as a
function of S/C and O,/C ratios based on thermochemical equilibrium results at 28 bar operating
pressure and no system heat loss.
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Figure 3.4.2-7. Yield (moles H, per mole O;) surface response of autothermal reforming as a
function of S/C and O,/C ratios based on thermochemical equilibrium results at 50 bar operating
pressure and no system heat loss.

The white area at the upper left of the charts indicates a region where equilibrium does not
predict H, in the products. This phenomenon was also observed experimentally although the
exact location of the boundary of the region where H, is present in the products differs as
explained later. The darker shaded areas indicate a broad plateau where H,/O; ratios are high.
The white area and the high yielding areas are separated by a steep gradient in Ha(ouy/Oxin
productivity.

Comparing the equilibrium results at 6 bar (Figure 3.4.2-5) to 28 bar (Figure 3.4.2-6), the
following observations were made: (1) the maximum Hj(ou/O2iny value dropped 16% from 4.35
to 3.64; (2) the optimum condition changed from a S/C ratio of 3.00 and an O/C ratio of 0.35 at
6 bar to a lower S/C ratio of 2.5 and a higher O,/C ratio of 0.4 at 28 bar; and (3) both pressures
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exhibit a large plateau of insensitive HaouyOa(ny yield in response to changes in the S/C and
O,/C operating parameters near the maximum value.

Comparing the equilibrium results at 28 bar (Figure 3.4.2-6) to the results at 50 bar (Figure 3.4.2-
7), the following observations were made: (1) the maximum moles of HauyOxny dropped 8%
from 3.64 to 3.36; (2) the optimum shifted slightly from S/C ratio of 2.5 and an O,/C of 0.40 at
28 bar to the same S/C ratio with an increased O,/C ratio of 0.45 at 50 bar; (3) the large plateau
of insensitive Haouy/Oziny yield in response to changes in the S/C and O,/C operating parameters
near the maximum is present at both pressures; and (4) the Haouy/Ozn) results away from the
optimum condition vary little with increased pressure.

Experimental results comparison. O vs. H>O, based ATR (Figure 3.4.2-8) shows a parity plot
comparing ATR results from experiments using O, and H,O; as oxidizer at 6, 28, and 50 bar.
Note that the results correspond to the optimal condition identified using O; as oxidizer. The
H2/02 in the legend refers to the moles of Ha(our/O2iny while the H2/CH4, CO2/CH4, CH4/CH4
and CO/CH4 refer to moles of each species in the reformate per mole of CHapn). Each pressure
level shown is also color coordinated; red representing 6 bar, blue representing 28 bar, and green
representing 50 bar.
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50 1 - - 2% 1o
[ eH2026bar |
457 aHzmolfrac. | — 90%
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Figure 3.4.2-8. Comparison of ATR experimental results from tests using O, and H,0, as
oxidizer/reactant at optimal conditions for 6 bar (red points), 28 bar (blue points), and 50 bar
(green points). All ratios are (moles of product) / (mole of reactant). Mol frac. = mole fraction.
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When H,O, was injected into the reformer as oxidizer, the moles of Hj(ouy and COy oy increased
an average of 10 %, the moles of COyyy increased 10 - 25 %, and the moles of CHyou) decreased
9 - 25 %. The mole fraction of H; in the reformate increased by 4 % or less. Decomposition of
H,0; resulted in higher reactor temperatures which led to higher steam reforming rates but also
pushed the water gas shift equilibrium slightly to the left (see equation 4).

The decomposition of H;O, began before it was injected into the reactor. An increased
temperature in the reactant transfer lines and a reduced duty cycle of the controller for the
heating elements on the reactant transfer lines served as indicators of the heat release from H,0,
decomposition reactions. Table 7 compares a set of test conditions conducted with O, (runs #16)
and with H,O, (run #17) at 6 bar. Ti, and Ty are the temperatures at the inlet and outlet of the
reactor catalyst bed, respectively. The heater duty cycle is the percentage of time that the pre-
heater on the reactant transfer lines was energized. The heater output is calculated by
multiplying the power consumed in the resistance wire heating element by the duty cycle of the
heater.

Table 3.4.2-7. Comparison of O, and H,0,-based ATR reforming.

Variables Tin  Tout Heater Mol Mol
Run SI/C 0,/C Trials® (°C) (°C) output (W) H,/0, CH,0u)
16 3.35 0.44 6 271 527 54 414 0.83
17 335 044 4° 276 550 46 4.59 0.63

®trials are the number of repitions at each run condition
®indicates H,0, was used

The complete decomposition of H>O, according to Equation 5 would provide an additional input
of 163 W of thermal energy to the system for run #17 compared to run #16. The decrease in pre-
heater output, 614 W (run #16) to 529 W (run #17), accounts for 85 W. Using the gas flow rate,
specific heats (cp) of the gas components, and recorded temperatures, the change in the reactant
temperature from 271 °C to 276 °C accounts for only 2 W. The increase in temperature of the
outlet gas from 527 °C to 550 °C accounts for approximately 8 W. The flow rate of unconverted
methane, CHy(oyr), was 0.20 Ipm less in run #17 than in run #16. While several reaction pathways
can account for this difference in CHy4 levels, the most likely explanation is an increase in
endothermic steam reforming. The exothermic water gas shift reaction does not account for this
difference in CHy concentration as the outlet temperature increased in run #17 and a temperature
increase serves to reduce the WGS reaction. Therefore, based on the steam reforming equation
shown in Equation (2), approximately 30 W 1is calculated to be required to convert the 0.20 lpm
CHa.

Using this analysis, and summing up the 85 W +2 W + 8 W + 30 W accounted for earlier and
dividing by the total of 163 W provided by the decomposition of H,0,, 77 % of the additional
chemical energy entering the system as H>O, can be accounted for. This leaves 23% or 38 W
unaccounted for and this may be attributed to additional heat loss from the system.
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Conventional experimental results vs. equilibrium calculations. Figure 3.4.2-9 is a parity plot
comparing equilibrium values with experimental ATR using O, as oxidizer at the optimal
conditions for 6, 28 and 50 bar.
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Figure 3.4.2-9. Comparison of ATR experimental results from tests using O, as oxidizer/reactant
and thermochemical equilibrium calculations at optimal conditions for 6, 28 and 50 bar.

At 6 bar the predicted moles of Hjouy Was only 3 % greater than experimentally observed. The
predicted moles of CHyu) and COxouy differed by 7% or less from the experimental results.
The moles of COpuw however, were 49% greater. The equilibrium model predicted the
temperature of product gas to be 640 °C compared to 512 °C for the experimental results.
Overall the equilibrium model showed close agreement with the experimental results at 6 bar.

At 28 bar the predicted moles of Hjouy Was again only 3% greater than the experimental yield.
The predicted moles of Haouy and COxury Were in close agreement with the experimental results,
differing by 8% or less. The predicted value for moles of CHyeou was 20% less than
experimental while the predicted value for moles of COoury Was nearly 200% of the experimental
value. The equilibrium model predicted the temperature of product gas to be 743 °C; 229 °C
higher than recorded experimentally.

At 50 bar, as observed at lower pressures, the predicted moles of Ha(ouy and COz(oury per mole of
CHy(iny differed by 14% or less from experimentally observed. The predicted value for moles of
CHj(ouyy Was again 20% less than experimental, while the predicted value for moles of COoyy) Was
240% of the experimental value. The equilibrium model predicted the temperature of product
gas to be 774 °C, 202 °C higher than was observed experimentally.
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Differences between experimental and equilibrium results can be summarized as: (1) observed
moles of Hy(oury were 97% of predicted values at 6 and 28 bar and 90% of the predicted value at
50 bar, (2) observed moles of CHaouyy were 10 % of predicted value at 6 bar and 125% of the
predicted value at 28 and 50 bar, (3) observed moles of COyoyr) Were approximately 8% less than
predicted over all pressures, (4) observed moles of COyy were 67% to 40% of equilibrium
values and decreased with increasing pressure, and (5) the experimental outlet gas temperature
was on average 186 °C lower than the temperature of products predicted by the equilibrium
model. Disagreements indicate that the experimental results did not attain equilibrium and this
may be due to non-idealities inherent in the experimental conditions, e.g., the equilibrium
calculation does not include the effects of heat loss experienced by the experimental system.

To understand the differences, the temperature profile within the reactor can provide additional
insight. The temperature profile in the reactor shown in Figure 3.4.2-10 was captured by a
thermocouple located in a stainless sheath at the backend of the catalyst bed as reaction zone
slowly blew out of the reactor. As such, the maximum temperature shown would be lower than
the maximum gas temperature and the peak shown would be significantly broader than the actual
peak. Zone 1 primarily covers the heating of reactants from the oxidation of CHs. Heating
largely occurs by conduction through the catalyst bed from the very narrow high temperature
region in Zone 2. Zone 2 is characterized by both oxidation and steam reforming reactions. By
some point in Zone 2, all of the O, and approximately 25% of the CH,4 is consumed (O,/C ratio ~
0.5) according to Reaction (1). After the peak temperature is reached the steam reforming
reactions (Reactions (2) and (3)) consume more heat than is produced and the temperature drops
rapidly. This high temperature zone is relatively narrow and conversion in this zone may be
limited by catalyst deactivation due to the high peak temperature. Deactivation of the catalyst in
this region could be tolerated if the high temperature region is stabilized and provides the
necessary heat to the surrounding, active catalyst bed. Further studies should be completed to
determine if catalyst performance can be maintained for an extended duration at the observed
peak temperatures.
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Figure 3.4.2-10. Example experimental ATR temperature profile.

Comparison to relevant work. The most complete data set of experimental results in the
literature was presented by Hoang et al. [24] and figures from this publication were analyzed to
produce the comparative data shown in Figure 3.4.2-11 for methane reforming at a pressure of 1
bar. Hoang et al. [24] stated that steam was introduced into the reactor, but no further detail on
reactant temperature was provided.

45

S/C ratio

25

15

0.75 o8
Q2/C ratio

Figure 3.4.2-11. Yield (moles H, per mole O,) surface response of autothermal reforming as a
function of S/C and 0,/C ratios based on results at 1 bar operating pressure from Hoang et al. [24].
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From Hoang's results, the maximum yield of Ha(ouy/O2in) Was 3.0 and occurred at an S/C ratio =
1.8 and an O,/C = 0.50. This is a marked difference from the present experimental and modeling
results and it would appear that Hoang's reactant inlet temperature was significantly lower than
the 270 °C inlet conditions in the present study. This would explain why the lower O,/C and
higher S/C ratios did not produce stable reaction conditions and also why the maximum value of
HooutyO2ny yield occurred at a much higher O,/C ratio. While the Hjouy/Ozny yield is
significantly lower, the trends shown in Figure 3.4.2-11 are very similar to the experimental
results from the present study.

Different optimization criteria. Reforming experiments are often conducted to optimize the
moles of Hyuy/CHagn). From the equilibrium calculations shown in Figure 3.4.2-12, it is clear
the optimum yield of Hjuy/CHagny lies in a different region than the optimum yield for
Ha(outyO2iiny-  Within the limitations of the operating space, the optimum result is 2.36 moles of
Haouy CHainy at an S/C ratio = 5 and an O,/C ratio = 0.65.

06 0.65
Q2/C ratio

Figure 3.4.2-12. Yield of moles of H, produced / mole of CH, fed into reactor (equilibrium values, 6
bar, no heat loss).
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Subtask 3.4.3: Plasma Reforming of Methane

This subtask investigates reforming of methane with plasma. The desired outcomes for this
phase are listed below:

1. Design and construct a plasma reactor.
2. Initiate plasma reforming tests.

3.4.3.1 Scope of Work and Approach

Hydrogen can come from a variety of sources such as natural gas reforming, coal and biomass
gasification, and electrolysis. In the near term, large-scale industrial processes utilizing natural
gas and coal reforming are expected to play the largest roles in the production of the worlds
hydrogen [1]. Industrial reforming of hydrocarbons traditionally uses catalytic processes [2].
Downsides of the current catalytic methods include a necessity for large-scale plants, high costs,
size, weight, limitations on rapid response, and limitations on the reformation of heavy
hydrocarbons [3]. The most detrimental setback, however, is the deterioration of catalysts
through the formation of solid carbon on the active sites [4].

Around the turn of the century, gliding arc plasmas started to see use in the production of
nitrogen-based fertilizers but soon died out in popularity. Gliding arcs resurged in popularity
during the early 90’s largely due to Czernichowski who demonstrated their application in a
number of processes [5]. He found energy can process any matter without creating a
supplementary pollution effect. In addition to the environmental benefits, plasma technology
boasted increased reaction rates allowing for smaller reformers, increased speed of response as
well as increased fuel flexibility [2]. However, hydrogen conversion can be affected by a host of
different variables within the plasma reformers. These include the type of plasma, additive
gases, the plasma power generator, the utilization of a catalyst, water vapor injection, as well as
the geometry of the reformer [4].

Essentially there are three different types of plasma: thermal plasma (equilibrium plasma), non-
thermal (non-equilibrium plasma), and transitional plasma [5]. Depending on system
parameters, different arc regimes can be obtained.

Thermal plasma is a high-power, high-temperature plasma. It can deliver more than 50 MW at
temperatures from 5,000 to 50,000 °C [6]. At these high temperatures, gases are partially
ionized, becoming conductive. The excessive power consumption, however, makes the plasma
very inefficient at reforming fuels [7].

Non-thermal plasmas are characterized by low gas temperature, high electron temperature, and
direct ionization from electron impact. Cold plasmas such as corona, dielectric barrier discharge
(DBD), and glow discharge are very cheap and easy to handle. They typically have an electron
temperature from 3,000 to 100,000 °C yet the gas being treated can remain at room temperature
[8]. However, they have very low plasma densities, which make it hard to have high flow rates
in the reactor. The operating pressures and power levels of the discharges are normally limited,
which severely restricts the production rates for large scale industrial processing [9].

Lastly, transitional plasmas exist in a transition regime between the thermal and non-thermal
plasma regimes. The most prominent transitional plasma is the gliding plasma arc [7, 9, 10].
This phase contains both the equilibrium and non-equilibrium phases in a given arc and can exist
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at atmospheric pressure [10]. This transitional regime has very specific equilibrium and non-
equilibrium phases in a given arc and the transitions are smoothly supported by high electric
fields. It is believed that the transitional gliding arc discharges have the largest potential [5] as
high power levels are maintained with non-equilibrium characteristics.

This work covers the design, construction and initial testing of two plasma reformers. The first
reactor design, the traditional gliding arc between two diverging electrodes, was selected as a test
set up to gain experience working with a plasma reformer using a relatively simplistic design.
Once the system was operational, initial test results were obtained. It was clear that the system
was less then ideal and another design was pursued. Previous publications show that reverse
vortex flow (RVF) plasma reactors significantly increase the efficiency and fuel reforming
abilities of gliding arc plasma [6]. Thus, the second reactor was a RVF reformer which is still
under development. A prototype system has been constructed and limited testing has been
completed. Preliminary tests involve reforming methane at low flow rates (3.5 1/min or less total
gas flow).

3.4.3.2 Experimental
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Figure 3.4.3-9. Schematic layout of the plasma reforming system v.1.

The schematic layout of the test facility is shown above in Figure 3.4.3-9. Methane (Grade 4),
oxygen, and nitrogen from gas bottles were metered to the reactor using mass flow controllers
(MFC) (Brooks 5850 Series E). Flow rates were controlled and recorded along with
temperatures and pressures using LabVIEW® (National Instruments, Austin, TX) running on a
laptop computer. The temperature at the reactor outlet was measured with a thermocouple. To
start the plasma reformer, nitrogen was set to a specified flow rate and the plasma arc was
ignited. The arc was initially generated by a 9.0 kV, 145 W neon sign generator (Lecip 4BO9IN3-
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CB, Addison, TX) which was later replaced by a 15 kV, 250 W neon sign generator (Lecip
4B15N3-CB). When the arc was established, oxygen was added to approximate, after mixing
with the nitrogen, the composition of air. When the system outlet temperature reached a steady
state, methane was added and the plasma reforming began. Downstream of the reactor, the
reformate gas passed through a sintered metal 7 pm filter (Swagelok SS-4F-7) and then through
a coalescing filter (Balston Model 31G). The dry, effluent, gas was analyzed with a gas
chromatograph (GC) (Shimadzu 14A, Columbia, MD) equipped with a CarboxenTM 1000
column (SUPELCO 45/60) and thermal conductivity detector (TCD). The schematic layout
shows both the gliding arc reformer (1) and the reverse vortex flow (2). The design and
operating principals of the two reactor types are described in sections 3.4.3.2.1 and 3.4.3.2.2.

3.4.3.2.1 Gliding Arc Reformer

The gliding arc reformer shown in Figure 3.4.3-10 is comprised of a mixing chamber, quartz
reactor, electrode mount and two electrode plates. Reactant gases flow into the mixing chamber
at the bottom of the gliding arc reformer, pass through an injection port, an axial hole drilled
through the middle plate and electrode mount, into the reaction chamber between the electrodes.
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Figure 3.4.3-10. Schematic of gliding arc reformer; units are in inches.

The mixing chamber is sealed to both the bottom and middle plate via a n-buna rubber gasket.
All of the Swagelok fittings are welded to the mixing chamber. A gasket between the electrode
mount and the middle plate allows for the passage of the electrical connections to the electrodes.
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The electrode mount bolted to the middle plate insures gasket compression forcing gases into the
reaction chamber through the plasma.

Based on the gas flow rates and injection port diameter, reactant gas enters the reaction chamber
at a nominal velocity of 7 m/s and pushes the arc up between the diverging electrodes. As the
arc propagates along the electrodes it increases in length and transitions from a thermal arc at the
base of the electrodes, to a non-thermal arc. Up to 15 percent of the gas comes in direct contact
with the plasma [9]. During the non-thermal phase of the plasma the gas is heated to near 2100
°C but readily cools after exiting the plasma. However the electrons of the treated gas rise to a
temperature of near 11,000 °C [7]. These excited electrons break down the methane via direct
electron impact ionization [6].

3.4.3.2.2 Reverse Vortex Flow Reformer

The RVF reformer shown in Figures 3.4.3-11 and 3.4.3-12 consists of an inlet/outlet plate, quartz
reactor, washer electrode, spiral electrode, and top plate. Premixed reactant gas is introduced
tangentially into the bottom of reactor, via the gas inlets in the inlet/outlet plate (Figure 3.4.3-
12). The gas flows tangentially and up the wall of the quartz tube (Figure 3.4.3-11). Upon
reaching the top plate, the flow continues to spiral and flows axially down the centerline of the
reactor inside the outer tornado of gases. This mechanism is referred to as a reverse vortex flow
or reverse tornado flow and can be seen in our flow visualization. The axial exit in the
inlet/outlet plate has a significantly smaller diameter than the diameter of the quartz tube, which
1s responsible for the reverse vortex flow [11].
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Figure 3.4.3-11. Schematic of the reverse vortex flow reformer; units are inches.
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Figure 3.4.3-12. Reverse vortex inlet and outlet plates; units are inches.

As the gas enters the reaction chamber it pushes the plasma arc, which is developed between the
lower flat disk electrode and the upper spiral electrode, along the spiral electrode causing the
length of the arc to increase. Again as the arc length increases the plasma transitions from a
thermal to a non-thermal arc. The reactant gas transitions from tangential to axial flow at the top
of the reactor and flows down the middle of the quartz tube and recontacts the plasma before
exiting through the outlet.

Seals between the quartz tube and the inlet/outlet plate (Macor, Corning Inc.) and the top plate
(Macor) are accomplished using high-temperature silicone o-rings. All other parts have been
sealed with a zirconium adhesive and high-temperature sealant.

3.4.3.3 Technical Accomplishments

Initial testing of the experimental set up has been completed. This section will report
preliminary results for the experiments that have been conducted to date.

The reactant ratio of oxygen to carbon (O,/C) present as methane is one of the independent
variables that influences reactor performance. An O,/C ratio of 0.50 or lower is typical of partial
oxidation conditions. Tests were conducted to find a safe range of operating conditions that did
not result in soot formation. Initial tests were performed with the gliding arc system using flow
rates of 1.04—1.12 I/min Nj, 0.30-0.32 I/min O, and 0.57-0.65 I/min CH4. These flow rates
produced O,/C values of 0.46—0.56 in the reactor.

At an O,/C ratio of 0.46, large amounts of carbon quickly deposited on the quartz tube and
electrodes. Also, carbon soot could be seen in the gas flow as sparks. Similar results occurred at
an O,/C ratio of 0.5; however, this took much longer. After one hour of running, visual
inspection of the 7 um sintered metal filter showed trapped carbon, and the quartz tube and
electrodes had carbon deposition on them as well. At an O,/C ratio of 0.56, favorable results
were obtained. After an hour of run time, visual inspection of the particulate filter did not show
trapped carbon and there was only very trace amounts of carbon deposited on the quartz tube.

Initial test results of the gliding arc reactor are presented in Figure 3.4.3-13. The reformate gas
composition by % vol. was as follows: H,: 11.6%, CO: 7.8%, CH,: 18.2%, CO;: 0.4%, with the
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balance N,. It is also important to note water could be seen condensing in the tubing and
coalescing filter downstream of the reactor. Although O, was not measured directly, it is
possible that O, was passing through the system unreacted, since the entire reactant flow was not
acted upon by the plasma. An improved design would ensure a greater percentage of the reactant
gas would come into direct contact with the plasma.

65

% & Initial gliding arc
> 52 ——  BRVF results
L N
c 39 -
2
S 26
=
3
C 13 N
O
Q

O .

H2 N2 CcO CH4 CcO2

Figure 3.4.3-13. Comparison of reactor results (initial gliding arc vs. RVF).

According to the literature, the three dimensional arc in the reverse vortex flow is able to treat
significantly more gas than the two dimensional gliding arc. The second system with the reverse
vortex was designed and tested. Tests of the two systems with the same gas flow rates, electrical
power input, and arc length that would allow direct comparisons were not made as that was not
the scope of the project. The gliding arc system was to provide experience and initial data to
serve as a starting point. In that aspect the gliding arc reactor was a success.

Once the RVF reactor was designed and built, a series of tests were conducted in order to see the
affect of electrical power input on H; production. The results of the test are shown in Figure
3.4.3-14. Extrapolating the line fitted to the data indicates that approximately 220 W of power
would be required to fully react the CHs. A 250 W power supply was purchased and can be used
in parallel with additional power supplies to provide 500 W or 750 W.
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Figure 3.4.3-14. Electrical power in vs. outlet gas composition.

Figure 3.4.3-13 presents results obtained with the RVF with the follow conditions: N»: 2.0 I/min,
O3: 0.5 I/min, CHy: 1.0 1/min, and electrical power in: 250 W. Improving the power supply
allowed a larger plasma arc to develop, decreased the residual methane from 18.2% to 4.3%, and
increased the hydrogen production from 11.6% to 30%.
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3.5 Novel Fuel Cell and Component Development

The effort to develop novel fuel cell components included two major activities: 1) biocarbons for
use in fuel cells, and 2) enzymatic bio-fuel cells. Each of these topics is addressed in the
following paragraphs.

3.5.1 Biocarbons for use in fuel cells
3.5.1.1 Objectives

During 2008, the primary objective of this work was the preparation of biocarbons with widely
varied properties for testing by SRI International in their DARPA-sponsored, direct carbon fuel
cell research project. A secondary objective was to determine the suitability of sewage sludge
for carbonization. Sewage sludge biocarbons were also supplied to SRI for evaluation.

3.5.1.2 Scope of Work and Approach

Because the USA has the largest reserves of coal in the world, and because biomass can be
converted into biocarbons quickly and efficiently, there is growing interest in the efficient use of
solid carbon fuels. Also, sewage sludge and battlefield refuse can be quickly and efficiently
converted into carbon.

A recent Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI) study indicates that “direct” carbon fuel cells
have the potential to convert coal or charcoal into electrical power at a system-level efficiency of
about 60%, which is over 20% higher than the efficiencies realized by current state-of-the-art
integrated gasification combined cycle (IGCC) or advanced pulverized coal power generation
systems.

The following companies are engaged in the commercial development of direct carbon fuel cells:
SRI International, SARA, Contained Energy Corp. (representing the Laurence Livermore National
Laboratory -- LLNL), Direct Carbon Technologies LLC (representing Stanford University), and
CellTech Power. The most promising direct carbon fuel cell results (published by LLNL) were
obtained using a biocarbon (charcoal) fuel. The SRI research also emphasizes biocarbon
(charcoal) fuel. Much of this work has been supported by DARPA or the U.S. Department of
Defense (DoD).

HNEI has developed and patented a quick and efficient (“Flash Carbonization™") process for the
conversion of biomass and wastes into biocarbons. The patents have been licensed to the
Kingsford Products Co. and Carbon Diversion Inc. In addition to the production of biocarbons,
with ONR support, HNEI has been a leader in characterizing the properties of biocarbons (see
section 3.5.1.4 below). Because of this activity, during 2007 EPRI requested HNEI to supply corn
cob biocarbons to two direct carbon fuel cell research projects (SRI International and CellTech
Power) for testing. Also, HNEI supplied biocarbons to Contained Energy Corp. (representing the
LLNL) for testing. The SRI research is supported by DARPA, and the Contained Energy Corp.
research is supported by DoD. During the past year HNEI continued to supply biocarbons to SRI
International for testing. These biocarbons were sourced from a variety of feedstocks, including
corncobs, macadamia nutshells, oak and mahogany woods, jatropha, and sewage sludge. HNEI
also evaluated the suitability of sewage sludge for carbonization.
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3.5.1.3 Technical Accomplishments

As mentioned above, during the past year we assisted SRI International with its development of
direct carbon fuel cells. The SRI effort is sponsored by DARPA. Corroborating the previous
findings of LLNL, SRI has shown that the properties of the carbon fuel influence the
performance of its direct carbon fuel cells. But it is not known which properties lead to
improved performance. To help SRI identify the desirable properties, HNEI prepared biocarbons
with various well-specified properties from a wide variety of biomass feedstocks (e.g., corncobs,
macadamia nutshells, oak and mahogany woods, jatropha, and sewage sludge). Biocarbons with
low vs. high fixed-carbon contents, low vs. high ash<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>